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THE 
UPPER CLASSES 
IN THIS COUNTRY 
RAPED THIS COUNTRY. 
YOU FUCKED PEOPLE. 
YOU BUILT A CASTLE TO 
RIP PEOPLE OFF. NOT 
OINCE IN ALL THESE 
YEARS HAVE І COME 
ACROSS A PERSON 
INSIDE A BIG WALL 
STREET FIRM WHO WAS 
HAVING A CRISIS OF 
CONSCIENCE. 
NOBODY EVER SAID 
“THIS IS WRONG! 
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Climate perturbations 
"sound the death knell for 
the modern” - including, of course, 
the modern self, which thinks it 
knows in which direction progress runs. 


Apocalypse, now what? Climate chang 
comeuppance, by Gary Greenberg, Harper's 














THE 
ENCOURAGEMENT OF PRECISE, 
CATEGORICAL THINKING... 
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AT THE EXPENSE OF BACKGROUND VISION AND 
EXPERIENCE HAS FLOURISHED. OUR WHOLE IDEA OF 
WHAT COUNTS AS SCIENTIFIC OR PROFESSIONAL HAS 

SHIFTED TOWARD LITERAL PRECISION, TOWARD ELEVATING 
QUANTITY OVER QUALITY AND THEORY OVER EXPERIENCE, 
IN A WAY THAT WOULD HAVE ASTONISHED EVEN THE 

17TH-CENTURY FOUNDERS OF MODERN SCIENCE. 
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Lam married and I live in the suburbs. 





E NOW LIVE IN A WORLD WHERE EVERYTHING NATURAL IS 
SEEN AS AN OBJECT, INERT, SENSELESS AND DETACHED FROM US. 


My street looks like every street you have seen in every commercial since 1957, 
Ever since I first came here, I couldn't think of living anywhere else. 


Ihave two children — both bright — a girl and a boy. I can’t wait to watch them 
grow up. 


Поуе my саг. My impeccable home. I love being fit, and I love a good day's work. I 
love being straight and never confused about my sexual identity. I love my wife. I 
love being monogamous. 


Поуе my neighbors who come out on Saturday mornings and cut their grass, and 
chitchat to me while we washdown our cars and driveways. 


Every second Saturday, after the kids are safely off to bed, I take a Viagra. Му 
wife and I will then finish watching our Saturday night crime drama, and then for 
the next 20 or so minutes I remind my wife of why she really married me in the first 
place. After which she usually takes a Sleep Eze-type product because she says she 
likes getting a good Saturday night sleep. 


The kids are always up early on Sunday mornings, diligently doing their homework 

at the kitchen table, while Mom bakes cookies and makes bread in her new bread- 

maker. That's when the kitchen really shines. We don't go to church, except for the 
high holidays, but we still know we are blessed. 


My wife booked us a trip to the Caribbean. She said we could get double airmiles if 
we put the entire trip on our VISA card. 


When our neighbors ask how the trip was I tell them it was brilliant, just as theirs 
had been. It's not a lie. 


Sure, we all comb our hair the same way, and we are a little obsessed with dande- 
lions and flossing our teeth. And so what if we all like to go to the same movies, 
watch the same TV, and eat the same popcorn. It's a good life here. 


Uncomplicated. 
Fm not a complicated man. 


I have no deviant desires. 


Sherwood Hinze 
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- Jonathan Horowitz. Coke and/or Pepsi Machine, 9007 
Customized, operational vending machine 
in Brown's enterprise 





Courtesy of the artist and 
E Jonathan Horowitz 
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Your mom tells you a story before you go to bed and you believe it. She tells you that you can be 
anything you want to be when you grow up. She says that you are a 
unique and valuable individual and that you are to never forget it. 
She says that you are very lucky and the world is your oyster. And 
she is right. You live in an exceptional time. You will travel greater 
distances in a single day than most people only a century ago trav- 
eled their entire lives. You will have food choices that English kings 
and Ottoman princes couldn't have imagined. You will casually flood 
your system to the point of illness with sugar, once the currency of 
the world and the prize of empires. You will live longer than any gen- 
eration before. Your wardrobe will contain cloth from what was once 
beyond the reaches of the greatest civilizations. Broken bones won't 
render you a cripple. If you were born a girl you can become a boy. 

If you were born a boy you can become a girl. You can break tradi- 
tion without death. You can upgrade your biology and change your 
organs. You can assume any identity you wish. Her words comfort 
you into a wonderful sleep. She is careful not to explain that this oys- 
ter isn't for all the children of the world or that such good fortune is 
making the Earth sick. 


That would ruin the story. 


POST IDEA WORLD 


For millennia, human civilization has been flush 
with a succession of paradigm shifting, big ideas. 
Modernity's Hegelian world spirit, Nietzschean 
death of God and Heideggerian Being gave way in 
postmodernity to Foucault's dispositif, Fukuyama's 
end of history, Derrida’s deconstruction and 
Deleuze and Guattari's rhizome. And yet, while we 
all assumed that big ideas would keep flowing hard 
and fast forever, in the last few years it seems that 
the wells of inspiration are running dry. There is a 
dawning realization that truly novel, creative ideas 
have suddenly stopped coming. Nobody knows why. 


The conceptual drought couldn't be happening at 
a more inopportune moment. Seven billion of us 
are struggling through the most severe ecological, 
financial, political and spiritual crisis in our 
history. This time the catastrophe we face doesn't 
affect a single nation or region or continent ... it 
is all the more terrifying because it is global 

and simultaneous. Odds are that if we can't pull 
ourselves out of this decline then we just might 
descend into a horrifying thousand year long dark 
age...anage of scorched earth authoritarian- 
capitalism, brutalism and mayhem which will 
make the genocides and holocausts of the previous 
century feel like foreplay. We've not only run out of 
ideas; we're running out of time. 


Now more than ever we need the creative 
breakthroughs and outlier brainstorms that 

can shift the terrain of thought, revealing 

exits, opening possibilities, potentially saving 
us all. We need mavericks of indie media who 
can kill the commercial virus that infects our 
information flows. We need a brilliant new crop 
of economics students who can stand up to their 
professors, topple the neoclassical paradigm 
and replace it with a new, true cost model. We 
need potent new ways of dismantling corporate 
rule and killing corporate personhood. And 

then there is the biggest challenge of them all: 
how to spark a social revolution, an insurrection 
of everyday life that sweeps across the globe just 
in time to avert the final catastrophe? 


It may be that our abandonment of the natural 
world and wholesale migration into cyberspace 
has cut our roots and scrambled our neurons 
beyond repair. We may be in the midst of an 
irreversible mental breakdown of the human 
race that parallels the irreversible collapse of 
our planet's ecosystems. This eco-psycho spiral 
may do us in. Maybe it is already too late? 


But this issue of Adbusters is not about despair, 
it is about hope and revolution and living 
without dead time ... it's about testing the 
waters and discerning whether we can muster 
the psychic energy for an almighty turnaround. 


for the wild, 
Kalle Lasn and Micah White 





WE BASH THE LEFT SIDE OF YOUR HEAD IN. WE TAKE BACK THE CEREBRAL CORTEX. 
ш WE PUT EMPATHY IN THE COCKPIT BETWEEN YOUR EYES AND F**K UP ALL THE 
STRAIGHT LINES. WE CELEBRATE THE FUTURE, WE REMEMBER WHAT WAS LOST, 
ш WE SALUTE THE SOJOURNERS AT #OCCUPY AND WE WELCOME THE NEW IDEAS HOME. 
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YOU DON'T EVEN 
AND YET YOU BELIE 
TAKE OFF YOUR MAR) 
AND FACE THE WO 
WHO THE HELL Û 
A FOOL WITH A Й 
AND A PROCLIVI 
THAT'S WHO 
DANCEFLOOR ZO 
WHO FORGOT HQ 
HOT COFFEE AN 
CAN YOU FEEL 
WAKE UP KID 
TRAINING BRAS| 
ARE NOT ALWA 
RUN BAREFOO 
THEN TELL ME 





Fendi, Vogue, March 2011 





PAROP- 
ICON 


JOEL BAKAN 





THE PANOPTICON (WHICH MEANS ALL- 
SEEING) IS A MODEL PRISON DEVISED 
BY BRITISH PHILOSOPHER AND LEGAL 
REFORMER JEREMY BENTHAM IN THE 
LATE 18TH CENTURY. 


Its structure, а radical configuration with observa- 
tion posts in the center and inmates' cells and com- 
mon areas around the periphery, was designed to 
ensure guards could always see inmates but never be 
seen by them. As a result, inmates had to presume 
guards might be watching them at any given mo- 
ment, which meant, according to Bentham, that they 
would have to behave as if they were being watched 
all the time. In this way, the Panopticon, by its very 
structure, created the effect of total surveillance, 
while allowing for actual surveillance to be intermit- 
tent and even absent. 


The Panopticon was never built, but Bentham's idea 
was revived by French philosopher Michel Foucault 
two centuries later to illustrate what he called the 
"perfection of power." Power was perfected within 
the Panopticon, Foucault argued, because it did not 
have to be exercised by guards and prison authori- 
ties. Inmates "themselves [became] the bearers of 
power" within a structure that had the effect of “cre- 
ating and sustaining a power relation independent of 
the person who exercises it." 


The Panopticon is helpful for understanding the 
new power and possibilities of social media for kid 
marketers. On social media, "people influence peo- 
ple," according to Mark Zuckerberg, founder and 
CEO of Facebook. "It's no longer just about messag- 
es... broadcasted out by companies, but increas- 
ingly about information... shared between friends." 
Social network friends market to each other, in other 
words, as "viral" tactics (also known as “word-of- 
mouth" and "buzz" tactics) seamlessly weave brands 
and commercial messages into communications 
among them. Users become "fans" and "friends" of 
brands, and get their friends to do the same; they 
share across their networks branded contests, quiz- 
zes, games, applications, and "widgets"-mini-appli- 
cations whose viral power makes them, according 
to one industry insider, possibly the highest expres- 
sion so far of online marketing in the post-advertis- 
ing age. They create branded videos, songs, stories, 
poems, and photographs at company websites and 
virally distribute them to friends. And these are just 
a few examples from a huge and growing array of vi- 
ral strategies. 


Marketing as marketing disappears within the vi- 
ral networks of social media platforms. Boundaries 
are broken down between marketers and kids (as 
kids market to each other); between content and ad- 
vertising (as advertising now infuses, rather than 
interrupts, content); and between kids lives and en- 
tertainment (as their lives now become the content 
of that entertainment). It is truly the "perfection of 
[marketers] power." Kids, like the prisoners in the 
Panopticon, now bear the power marketing holds 
over them, and the marketers, like the Panopticon's 
guards, drop from view, their power now automatic 
and self-executing, all the greater for its invisibility. 






Joel Bakan is fessor of law al Ihe Univer 
of British Colu „Ше first book, 7 
Corporation, is a ci е estseller а 













This year's welcome week at the University of North 
Carolina was outsourced to a host of consumer compa- 
nies, including the mass wholesaler SuperTarget. The box 
store giant organized a fleet of buses to take freshmen on 
a midnight shopping frenzy in their store as the week's 
grand finale. The entire event was officially chaperoned 
by the vice chancellor of the university, who also acted as 
Target's tour guide for the evening. The New York Times 
also reported that American Eagle Outfitters hired popu- 
lar sophomores on the same campus, ideally those with 
significant online social network presences (500- friends), 
to be brand ambassadors. Their job during the week was 
to recruit their friends into volunteer moving squads, all 
wearing gift АЕ swag, to help new students carry their be- 
longings into their dorms and to give a warm welcome on 
behalf of American Eagle. 


On a more optimistic day, І would tell you that the stu- 
dents involved in this fiasco are able to identify the not- 
so-subtle-manipulation at work, and that if a party isn't in 


Students at the University of North 
Carolina get down and boogie with 
the SuperTarget mascot at a midnight 
shopping spree officially endorsed 
by the schools top brass. 





the school budget, then why not let SuperTarget or Walmart or 
Nike throw a bash; or that free duds from a company desperate 
for market share is a fair trade for a poor students’ time. On a 
more realistic day, I would tell you that this cohort is the same 
one that American sociologists are pointing to as the empty- 
headed Icarus generation now beginning to fly. 


Christian Smith and his colleagues at Notre Dame University 
recently produced a study Lost in Transition: The Dark Side 
of Emerging Adulthood which revealed that the majority of 
America's young adults on campus navigate ethical proposi- 
tions based only on time, feeling, benefit and desire. Principles 
such as honor, valor, virtue, morality, God, chivalry, familial 
piety, ideas that dominated the Western mindset well into the 
20th century, were non-factors. Most surprising to them the 
Times writes is that participants in the study were not at all 
bothered by “rabid consumerism” and lacked even the basic 
language to formulate ethical queries about consumerism. To 
them the market was а benign and neutral reality. 


The implications of this objective ethical free-fall are contested 
and the debate flounders between pragmatic optimism and cau- 
tious realism. It isn't that bad to have finally chased superstition, 
pre-judgment, and patriarchal precepts to the ends of the earth. 
On the downside, the trend points to the emergence of ethi- 

cal silo's where moral considerations-like should I care about 
the environment or should I help a stranger or should I buy this 
product-are nudged to the periphery of the soul in the same 
way that religion and philosophy have been pushed over the 
course of the 20th and 21st centuries, out of sight, out of mind. 





BECAUSE YOU ARE WORTHLESS 





ТОХ!С АВЕА 


After years of concentrated activism, lawmakers Е 
worldwide are finally waking up to the impact ads 
have luring individuals, especially the young, into 
unhealthy and damaging lifestyles. Alcohol, 

tobacco, cosmetics and junk food memes are 

being roasted by governments far and wide. This 
global awakening is only the first phase of a much 
more grand action to see ads not as messengers 

but as the messages themselves -the cause of 
worldwide mental djsfunction. In phase two, , 
the barriers between physiological and 

psychological health will wither away and the 

mental environment will be an equal to the 

biological one. 





Facebook and Twitter's free advertising ride on French 
television is over. Broadcast regulators have issued а stern 
warning that name-dropping the two social media giants and 
encouraging’viewers to "check us out on --- and ===" is to + 
stop unless the companies pay for the promotion. 


Cosmetic titan L'Oreal is forced to remove two print ads 
by the UK's Advertising Standards Authority. The ads in £ 
question, featuring Hollywood actress Julia Roberts and = 


supermodel Christy Turlington, featured airbrushed images l Lh; 
of the 40-plus duo so distorted they could have been OF a ( the па 


mistaken as teenagers. й 2 рі pa 
/ miss in this wortel 


China has been aggressively targeting the tobacco industry, / 


banning smoking advertising on ТУ, radio and newsprint. The / г 2 Ж 
ban is part of China's strategy to halt its smoking epidemic (an m 155 ти ИП. 
estimated 350 million addicted), the highest addiction rate іп / 

the world. 


McDonald's Happy Meal toys are outlawed in San Francisco, 
killing the top-selling Happy Meal promotion in the city. 

City Council ruled the toys unfairly manipulate children into 
purchasing unhealthy and obesity-causing foods. 


OFTHE MENTAL 






























Vanity Fair, October 2010 
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Fast food chains and junk food makers in , 
the USA are given until 2013 to voluntarily stop. 
advertising to preteens or face government 
Tegulation. Michelle Obama's Task Force on 
Childhood Obesity said the current advertising 
self-regulatory body, the Children's’ Food 

and Beverage Advertising Initiative (whose 
members included McDonald's, KFC, Mars, 
and so on) is completely ineffective. 


Lawmakers in Canada's french-speaking 
province, Québec, continue to defend their 
1989 law banning all commercial advertising 
directed at children 13 and under, the only 
such law in North America. 


SpongeBob SquarePants is proven to make 
your child dumb and agitated. An American 
study shows that “children who watched nine 
minutes of the show scored significantly 
worse on assessments designed to measure 
memory and self control than children who 
watched a slower paced cartoon or kids who 
spent nine minute’ drawing.” The Campaign 
fora Commercial-Free Childhood has * 
launched a campaign to stop Nickelodeon 
marketing the cartoon to children under six. 
The American ad industry admits it is 
bleeding new recruits, In 2011, 81 percent 
of managers in the natfons' top firms said 
the industry faced a talent crisis with fewer 
"young Professionals choosing advertising as 
career. 
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Advertisers eager to get a share of Egypt's 
post revolution derggulation.have been 
warned by national marketing companies 

to "be mindful of the revolution or else risk 
inciting brand hatred. "You have to respect the 
maturity young people demonstrated in their 
role in the revolution,” observers warn. " 


ENVIRONMENT 


‘Alcohol companies in Australia 

shave been given notice that athletic 
sponsorship contracts in the sport- 
obsessed nation could soon be going 
the way of tobacco and the dodo. The 
Canberra government announced a pilot 
25 million sponsorship pool for events 
seéking alternative funding. 


Ads targeting kids to consume obesity- 
causing foods may soon be outlawed in 
children's programming in Estonia. The 
debate comes after a recent WHO report 
revealed a strong link between childhood 
obesity and advertising to kids. 


Alcohol advertisers have been targeted 
in the campaign to combat fetal alcohol 
spectrum disorders in South Africa. The 
" S.A. is proposing a total ban on liquor 
advertising across the country as five 
percent of the school-age population 
is now listed as having alcohol-induced 
birth disorders. 


Online advertisers may soon face strict 
new privacy regulations and revenue. 
crunches in Spain and Italy. Lawmakers 
in those countries are discussing whether 
ог not to categorize the information 
advertisers collect in web browser 
cookies as private and therefore пог 
collectable by third parties. 


Taiwan's kid advertisers feel the pressure 
as the government launches a series of 
sweeping new regulations outlawing junk, 
food ads directed at children. Lawmakers 
аге also debating a broad junk food 

tax similar to those already in place on 
tobacco and alcohol. 


, BY A GROWING PERCENTAGE OF THE POPULATION. 


POST COOL 


COOL'S ORIGINAL POWER HAD DERIVED FROM ITS 
FORMATIVE ROLE IN FORGING A MODERN PERSONALITY 
TYPE, A STYLE OF ENGAGEMENT - INDIRECT, IRONIC, 
FLEXIBLE, INFUSED WITH HUMOR, SOMETIMES 
FLIPPANT - THAT WAS ADOPTED WITH SUCCESS , 


But the relentless mass marketing of cool has tainted this ` 
style of behavior and made it seem inauthentic or con- 
trived to a growing number of individuals. It is almost 
inconceivable that anything could happen, at this late ` ` 
stage, that would restore to cool the freshness and vital- 

ity it possessed in the fifties and sixties. 


Of course, the old-school cool ethos will'not disappear 
completely. Even when some color or fabric is passé, it 

still finds its way into our wardrobe. But cool now lacks 

conviction and energy. Above all, its economic force is di-" 

minishing. And this, more than anything, will accelerate 

its decline. One busy cash register is worth more than a 

thousand pundits. The arbiters of taste - at record labels, 

in films and TV, in consumer marketing, in media - will 

respond to these economic shifts rather than lead them. 

But follow they must, or disappear from the scene. Their 

successors will not make the same mistakes. Over time, 

this will transform even the last institutional bastions of > 
cool into promoters of the postcool worldview. 


60 FORTH 


Dear aesthetic, 
me more than your dark honest ey 


The one thing that scares 
pioneering gaze. 








Опе of the most interesting spectacles of 
postcool society will involve the dominant 
forces of the old paradigm serambling to 
co-opt the new one. Packaged and slick and 
phony will attempt to become down-home 
and natural and authentic. We can see this 
playing out in many arenas - from music to 
clothing, politics to daily news. But let us 
take one sector of our economy and show 
how this works. 


In consumer food products the postcool 
celebration of the natural and authentic is 
spelled out in the recent dramatic growth 
in the sale of organic fruits and vegetables, 
vitamin supplements, antibiotic-and- 
hormone-free beef, and other products 
that previously existed only on the fringes 
of the food industry. Of course this trend 
spells trouble for packaged-food multina- 
tionals, who are the real losers here. How 


do they respond? In the postcool society, 
representatives of the old paradigm imi- 
tate the new one. So we have the Naked 
Juice company, with its line of 100 percent 
natural, unsweetened beverages... but it's 
owned by Pepsi. 


The registered slogan of this company is 
"Nothingto Hide" - but one thing is clear- 
ly hidden in its marketing campaigns: its 
connection with PepsiCo Inc. Visit the 
Naked Juice website, and see if you can 
find the name of the parent company 
anywhere. Goodlucki Then again, Naked 
Juice needs to deal with its competitor 
Odwalla, a leader in all-natural juices... 
owned by Coca-Cola. 


Next stop on your itinerary, please visit 
the website for Dagoba, a company com- 
mitted to the highest quality organic 


ONE OF THE MOST INTERESTING SPECTACLES 
OF POSTCOOL SOCIETY WILL INVOLVE THE 
DOMINANT FORCES OF THE OLD PARADIGM 
SCRAMBLING TO CO-OPT THE NEW ONE. 


chocolate, and see if you can find any men- 
tion of parent company Hershey. But Mars 
Inc., maker of M&M's and Snickers, has gone 
even further, acquiring Seeds of Change, 
which sells more than six hundred types of 
100 percent organically grown seeds. And 
we have the Back to Nature brand of cereal 
and granola... but it is now owned by Kraft 
foods, makers of Cheez Whiz and Velveeta. 
Heinz, through its minority position in 
Hain Celestial, has an equity share in doz- 
ens of natural brands. I could cite countless 
other examples. In fact, almost every major 
purveyor of packaged, processed food load- 
ed with preservatives and various chemicals 
is trying to position itself as a champion of 
healthy, natural eating. 


But the fascinating angle here is how well 
hidden these relationships are. In the old 
days, Hershey would make sure everyone 
knew they were involved when they sold 
chocolate. After all, what could be a bet- 
ter endorsement for confections than the 
Hershey brand name? Or Coca-Cola's for 
beverages? Or Pepsi’s? These companies 
have invested billions of dollars in build- 
ing and enhancing the value of their brand 
names. Pepsi alone has purchased celebrity 
endorsements at untold cost from Britney 
Spears, Mariah Carey, P!nk, Christina 
Aguilera, Michael Jackson, Janet Jackson, 


David Beckham, David Bowie, Shakira, 
Jackie Chan, Halle Berry, Jennifer Lopez, 
Tina Turner, Justin Timberlake, Beyonce 
Knowles, Mary J. Blige, the Spice Girls, Ray 
Charles, and many, many others. Yet now 
this company needs to conceal its involve- 
ment in the fastest-growing segments of the 
beverage market? What gives? We see the 
same old shift in field after field - music, 
media, consumer products, retailing, poli- 
tics, fashion, academia, the internet, almost 
everywhere you look. Organizations that 
have spent decades investing in their image, 
their brand, their logo, now admit that it's 
best to junk all that and start with a clean 
sheet of paper. 








This paradox will become part of the day- 
to-day life in postcool society. Even if post- 
cool celebrates the real and authentic, the 
simple and down to earth, it doesn't mean 
that these attributes will actually dominate 
public life. Instead we will find a grand cha- 
rade of phony pretending to be authentic, of 
contrived acting as though it is real, the in- 
tricately planned putting on the mask of the 
simple and unaffected. In many instances, 
postcool will just be the same folks who 
brought you cool, hiding behind a mask. 


But this faux postcool will increasingly 
be forced to compete with the real thing. 
Grassroots movements will be built around 


GRASSROOTS MOVEMENTS WILL BE BUILT 
AROUND THE CORE POSTCOOL VALUES OF 
SIMPLICITY, AUTHENTICITY, NATURALNESS 


AND EARNESTNESS. 


the core postcool values of simplicity, au- 
thenticity, naturalness and earnestn. 
‘These will flourish outside the market 
place, in public and private discourse, 
shaping attitudes and interpersonal re- 
lations. True, they will have an economic 
impact, but their significance will not be 
reducible to dollars and cents. Postcool 
will inhabit people's psyches long before 
it takes control of their wallets, 





This core distinction will be our chief 
guide in distinguishing the phony corpo- 
rate maneuverings from the real grass- 
roots changes that will drive postcool 
society. The former will always inhabit a 
product or service. And if the cool was a 
friend to business, seeing its own destiny 
in accessories and gadgets, the postcool 
will have a more ambivalent relationship 
with the prevailing economic interests. 
‘The new ethos does not require expensive 














new accessories and often will take pos 
ive delight in downscaling lifestyles and 
paring back on unneeded extras. 






Simplicity, authenticity, naturalness and 
earnestness... I mentioned these as though 
they were parts of a product positioning 
exercise, But in fact they will be in the 
foundations ої the postcool personality 
type. Just as the cool was at its best when 
internalized as away people acted and not 
just trumpeted as a marketing message, so 
will postcool have its greatest impact as a 
way people instinctively deal with situa- 
tions and circumstances. In a book such 
as this, the examples gathered inevitabley 
come from things that can be seen, heard, 
touched, measured - in short, what we call 
empirical evidence, But don't let that fool 
you into thinking that these are the pri- 
mary signs of the new postcool era. Many 
of the most salient changes will be those 

















that we can grasp only indirectly and will , 
not be measurable with any exactitude by 
statisticians and pollsters. 


For the same reason, postcool will be less fick- 
le and changeable than cool. Postcool is not 
justanother style, another trend. It is the an- 
tithesis of style, of trendiness. And because 
it reflects an emerging personality type and 
not a passing fashion, postcool will probably 
be around for quite a while. Many merchants 
of cool will be tempted to dismiss or misinter- 
pret postcool, seeing its key elements as a new, 
marketable lifestyle, as just one more way of 
being cool. We can already see many examples 
of this shortsighted behavior. But ultimately 
the attempt to treat postcool as just another 
variant on cool will fail. 


For 50 years, the prevailing tone has been 
focused outward. Cool was in the eyes of the 
beholder, and those who lived by its princi- 
ples needed constantly to be attuned to what 
others were thinking and doing. As trends 
and fashions and languages changed, the 
cool cats had to changes as well... or risk be- 
ing left behind. And even though good guys 
are expected to finish last, according to the 
adage, cool cats are not allowed to bring up 
the rear. The cool was a demanding deity, 
requiring its adherents to keep up with the 
times, to maintain a retinue of admirers. But 
postcool, by nature inward focused and self- 
directed, will not be so easily budged. From 
now on, the game will be played by differ- 
ent rules. 





Postcool will be more intense than cool. 
Higher strung. More determined and less 
easily deflected and distracted. For this 
reason, many parties will strive to win the 
allegiance of this rapidly growing constit- 
uency. Political candidates will build the 
campaigns to appeal to the new psyche. 





THE FUTURE BELONGS TO A 
DIFFERENT PERSONALITY TYPE 
AND HARD-NOSED ASSERTIVENESS. 


Marketers will position products to max- 
imize their perceived value to this demo- 
graphic. Social movements and churches 
and media will all try to attract them. Who 
wouldn't want these assertive, strong- 
willed folks in their camp? But the chal- 
lenges involved in securing their support 
should not be minimized. The postcool 
person is not a belonger, not а follower. 
As Arnold Mitchell discovered when he 
first identified this group in the seven- 
ties — when it was just a tiny subset of the 
American public, maybe one or two percent 
by his measure - these individuals are the 
hardest to market to... because by their na- 
ture they are suspicious of marketing and 
resistant to its methods. 





Asa result, the posteool society will be full 
of surprises. The scene will be marked by 
unexpected grassroots activities that come 
to the fore despite the best-laid plans of 
politicians and corporate execs. Exciting? 
Perhaps. Dangerous and volatile? Certainly 
attimes. 


Of course, even postcool may sow the seeds 
of its own eventual decline. A new per- 
sonality type lasts longer than a passing 
fashion, but even deep-seated character 
patterns and emotional styles can outlive 
their usefulness. Just as the cool personali- 
ty became less effective over time, postcool 


could find itself replaced by some yet-to-be 
defined paradigm. We can already see post- 
cool's vulnerability in its unstable reliance 
on bluntness and aggression, its suscepti- 
bility to anger and confrontation. When so 
much irritability and adversarial postur- 
ing permeate our national and local lives, 
won't this breed another reaction in time, 
а new cooling down of the temperature and 
the emergence of consensus building and a 
softer, gentler emotional style in public and 
private life? 


But old-school cool will not come back. The 
cool is dead ... at least as we knew it back in 
the second half of the 20th century. If as- 
pects of it still hold center stage from time 
to time, they will do so because they have 
adapted to the new state of affairs. As with. 
all passing movements, the age of cool will 
inspire nostalgia and retain a few adherents, 
those folks who always look back dreamily 
at the past, lamenting the loss of the good 
ої" days. But the future belongs to a different 
personality type and hard-nosed assertive- 
ness. It's like everything Mom and Dad told 
you is finally coming true... only now you 
will be hearing it from your own children. 


Ted Gioia writes on music, literature and contem- 
porary eulture. He is the author of eight books, 
including The History of Jazz, Delta Blues and 
The Birth (and Death) of the Cool. 


IMAGINE THAT A VIRUS SUDDENLY APPEARS 
IN OUR SOCIETY THAT MAKES PEOPLE SLEEP 
12-14 HOURS A DAY. THOSE INFECTED WITH 


IT MOVE ABOUT SOMEWHAT SLOWLY AND 


SEEM EMOTIONALLY DISENGAGED. 


Many gain huge amounts of weight - 20, 40, 60, and 
even 100 pounds. Often their blood sugar levels 
soar, and so do their cholesterol levels. A number of 
those struck by the mysterious illness - including 
youngchildren and teenagers - become diabetic in 
very short order. Reports of patients occasionally 
dying from pancreatitis appear in the medical 
literature. Newspapers and magazines fill their 
pages with accounts of this new scourge, which is. 
dubbed metabolic dysfunction illness, and parents 
are in a panic over the thought that their children 
might contract this horrible disease. The federal 
government gives hundreds of millions of dollars 
toscientists at the best universities to decipher the 
inner workings of this virus, and they report that 
the reason it causes such global dysfunction is that 
itblocks a multitude of neurotransmitter receptors 
in the brain - dopaminergic, serotoninergic, 
muscarinic, adrenergic, and histaminergic. All 
of those neuronal pathways in the brain are 
compromised. Meanwhile, MRI studies find that 
over a period of several years the virus shrinks 
the cerebral cortex, and this shrinkage is tied to 
cognitive decline. A terrified public clamors for a 
cure. Now, such an illness has in fact hit millions 
of American children and adults. We have just 
described the effects of Eli Lilly’s best-selling 
antipsychotic, Zyprexa. 


Robert Whitaker in Anatomy of an Epidemic: Magic 
Bullets, Psychiatrie Drugs, and the Astonishing Rise of 
Mental Шпевв in America. 
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Case 36: San 1 


TAKE EVERY NEGATIVE THOUGHT 
YOU EVER HAD ABOUT THE 
PHARMACOLOGY INDUSTRY AND 
MULTIPLY IT BY TEN. 


Then add every heartbreaking story you've ever 
been told about a friend’s experience going off 
their psycho meds ora loved one coming down 
with yet another worsening anxiety disorder, 
panic attack, major depression, bipolarity or 
suicide attempt. Top this off with the general 
rage that comes with having been deceived your. 
whole life by the deliberately false "chemical 
imbalance of the brain" theory promoted by 
psycho salesmen, and you will have had a glimpse. 
ofthe revelation that comes from reading Robert 
Whitakers’ new book, Anatomy of an Epidemic. 


Itall starts with observing a simple contradiction. 
Ifpharmacology is on the cutting edge of treating 
mental illness with its vast array of miracle pills 
and modern diagnoses, then why is mental 
illness skyrocketing instead of in decline? Мо 
respectable doctor could claim to be winning 
the battle against HIV while infection rates 
soar. No general could claim to be winning а 
vrar while losing strategic ground. No CEO could 
claim success while closing offices and watching 
stocks plummet. Yet this inverse relationship. 
between success and reality is exactly where 
pharmacology finds itself today. Each year, 
leading pharmacology companies like Eli Lilly 
(Prozac and Zyprexa) and Pfizer (Xanax and 
Zoloft) claim record profits (over $20 billion 
per year on psych meds alone) while American 
psychosis reaches pandemic levels and mental 
illness is crowned the leading disability in the 
West. All the more perplexing is that these 
corporations’ successes have occurred in the 
face of mountains of evidence, some of it decades 
old, that the drugs they sell are doing more harm 
than good and that they may actually cause the 
illnesses they claim to treat. 


As far back as 1992, Robert Whitaker tells us, 
the WHO reported long-term success rates for 
un-medicated schizophrenic patients in the 
developing world were far better than those of 
their highly medicated Western counterparts. 
‘Though it should have been obvious, few at the 
time made the connection that the drugs could 
bea leading cause in worsening of the disease 
in the West. The same pattern then began to 
appear in other psycho meds. In 1998 another 
WHO report showed that clinically depressed 
patients unexposed to psychotropic drugs were 
far better off in the long run than those who 
had taken antidepressants. In 2000, Eli Lilly 


researchers themselves deduced an even more 
shocking claim that “long-term outcomes for 
bipolar patients today are dramatically worse 
than they were in the pre-drug era, with this 
deterioration in modern outcomes likely due 
to the harmful effects of antidepressants and 
antipsychotics.” This is only the tip of the iceberg 
Whitaker says. The science has only continued to 
pile up he says. Today numerous peer-reviewed 
studies show that antipsychotics used to treat 
schizophrenics cause the same brain damage as 
crystal meth - shrinking of the frontal cortex 
(a virtual lobotomy); that severe cognitive 
dysfunction similar to schizophrenics occurs 
in long-term bipolar patients when medicated; 
that users of benzodiazepines (Ativan) suffer 
profoundly increased incidents of depression 
and anxiety; that medicated ADHD patients 
begin rapid deterioration of function after 
three years of use and have stunted growth; and 
most significant, that the American National 
Institute of Mental Health concluded in 2009 
that the leading factor in developing bipolarity 
is whether or not you have been prescribed 
а psychotropic drug in your medical history. 
This revelation aptly explains how bipolarity 
went from an obscure mental illness only afew 
decades ago, affecting one in 10,000, to one of the 
most increasingly diagnosed mental illnesses 
in America. 


“Ifa society prescribes stimulants to 3.5 million 
children and adolescents, as is the case in the 
United States today, it should expect that this 
practice will create 400,000 bi polar youth,” 
Whitaker writes. 


And these are only some of the undisputable 
findings. 


With all of this ammunition to answer for, you 
would think that pharmacology companies would 
beon the run, but in fact they are sitting calmly 
in control. Eli Lilly’s top seller, Zyprexa, used to 
treat bipolarity and schizophrenia, has taken in 
nearly $50 billion since it hit the market in 1996, 
accounting for a quarter of the company's profits. 
Their reps, like Harvard's Joseph Biederman, 
the pioneer of child pharmacology and а leading 
proponent of medicating kids as young as five, 
are the leading psycho physicians in America 
and are conveniently on the pharma payroll. 
And in terms of responding to the critical science 
like that in the WHO studies, there is no need; 
psycho drugs have never depended on science in 
the first place. In fact, many are understandably 
shocked to find that neuroscientists are no closer 
today than they were 50 years ago in determining 
the mechanisms of today’s leading mental 


conditions. Any findings they do have are almost 
entirely deductive. It goes like this: IfI give you 
a mania-inducing drug that offers temporary 
relief from either anxiety or depression, it means 
that you must be suffering from a depletion of 
the same drug I just gave you. If this sounds like 
religious circular reasoning, that's because itis. 
In lieu of actual science, what they can do, and do 
very well, is prescribe drugs to produce desirable 
behavioral outcomes by altering normative brain 
chemistry and creating a chemical imbalance. 





That the drugs don’t work in the long run isn’t 
much of a concern to big companies. Psych 
pushers win their battles in the labs of public 
opinion not petri dishes. Joel Bakan, author 
of Childhood Under Siege, writes that in 2009 
Eli Lilly had 3,400 doctors on the promotional 
payroll and that ghostwriters authored the 
majority of the articles celebrating the benefits 
of their most successful drugs. He also found that 
the companies Novartis and Bayer hired college 
cheerleaders to canvas clinics to promote off- 














label prescribing of their drugs for conditions 
they are not licenced to treat, а highly illegal 
but extremely profitable side of the business. 
The psycho industry succeeds in convincing 
the public of the efficacy of their drugs despite 
the science by "manufacturing doubt," Bakan 
says, much like the oil and auto industries do 
with climate change, by creating non-falsifiable 
paradigms. When the drugs are criticized as 
being difficult to get off of, the paid-experts say 
this is proof that the patient needs the drugs. 
When the exponential rise in mental illness 
is pointed out, they say it’s because people 
have gone undiagnosed, a position which is 
then reinforced by mental health awareness 
groups, many funded by the pharmaceutical 
industry, who conveniently argue that even 
more awareness of mental health is needed, 
delivering even more paying customers to 
the industry. When the trend of turning a 
patient's one-off incident of psychosis into 
an indefinitely medicated chronic illnes: 
mentioned, they take it as proof of the su 
of their science, When long-term studies reveal 
disastrous outcomes for patients, they highlight 
their highly flawed eight-week-only clinical 
trials showing a handful of severely depressed 
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patients getting better, often eliminating fro 
their findings those who committed suicid 
while on their drugs during the clinical trials, 
Eli Lilly did in the production of Prozac. Finall 
when all other defenses fail, pharmacolog 
leaders point to the greatest source of authorit 
in America, the hundreds of thousands c 
medical professionals and tens of millions 
users who couldn't possibly be wrong. This rais. 
the question: are you one of these millions wh 
couldn't possibly be wrong? 
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This УМСА ad was discontinued from newspap: 
in Vancouver, Canada, one day after its release 
їп April 2010 because of complaints from mente 
health advocacy groups. 





КІШАСО 


No killer on death row can buy their 
way out of the electric chair, but a 
corporation can. 





It has been 100 years since the 

mass pollution, public deception, tax evasion United States has revoked a 

and government bribery, mega-corporations have corporate charter. That's too 

carried on with business as usual, easily paying long. If we could get just опе 

the billions in fines with the extra cash they keep... Attorney General in one state to 

in their kitty to cover their erimes. revoke one corporate charter, 
(Pfizer?), that would send a chill 

Pfizer, BP, Exxon, Shell, you name it, are all serial down the spine of the whole 

offenders. А en the largest corporate world and change 

criminal fi 1 fine in human history, £1.5 the way they behave forever. 

billion. М was their fourth such fine in ten years. 

It is clear they have not gotten the mess 
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BIGGEST MIGRATION 
ІМ HUMAN HISTORY 


RURAL > CITY > CYBERSPACE 





A series of psychological studies over the past 20 years has 
revealed that after spending time in a quiet rural setting, close to 
nature, people exhibit greater attentiveness, stronger memory, and 
generally improved cognition. Their brains become both calmer 
and sharper. The reason, according to attention restoration theory, 
or ART, is that when people aren't being bombarded by external 
stimuli, their brains can, in effect, relax. They no longer have to. 
tax their working memories by processing a stream of bottom-up 
distractions. The resulting state of contemplativeness strengthens 
their ability to control their mind. 





Lan P. Ма Мантан 


The results of the most recent such study were 
published in Psychological Science at the end of 
2008. A team of University of Michigan researchers, 
led by psychologist Marc Berman, recruited some 
three dozen people and subjected them to a rigorous 
and mentally fatiguing series of tests designed 
to measure the capacity of their working memory 
and their ability to exert top-down control over their 
attention. The subjects were divided into two groups. 
Half of them spent about an hour walking through a 
secluded woodland park, and the other half spent an 
equal amount of time walking along busy downtown 
Streets, Both groups then took the tests a second 
time. Spending time in the park, the researchers 
found, "significantly improved" people's performance. 
on the cognitive tests, indicating a substantial 
increase in attentiveness. Walking in the city, by 
contrast, led to no improvement in test results. 


The researchers then conducted a similar 
experiment with another set of people. Rather 
than taking walks between the rounds of 
testing, these subjects simply looked at 
photographs of either calm rural scenes 
or busy urban ones. The results were the 
same. The people who looked at pictures of 
nature scenes were able to exert substantially. 
stronger control over their attention, while 
those who looked at city scenes showed no 
improvement in their attentiveness. "In sum,” 
concluded the researchers, "simple and brief 
interactions with nature can produce marked 
increases in cognitive control" Spending 
time in the natural world seems to be of "vital 
importance" to "effective cognitive functioning" 


There is no Sleepy Hollow on the internet, 
no peaceful spot where contemplativeness 
can work its restorative magic. There is only 
the endless, mesmerizing buzz of the urban 
street. The stimulations of the web, like those. 
of the city, can be invigorating and inspiring. 
We wouldn't want to give them up. But they are, 
as well, exhausting and distracting. They can 
easily, as Hawthome understood, overwhelm all 
quleter modes of thought. One of the greatest 
dangers we face as we automate the work of 
our minds, as we cede control over the flow. 
of our thoughts and memories to a powerful 
electronic system, is the one that informs the 
fears of both the scientist Joseph Weizenbaum 
‚and the artist Richard Foreman: a slow erosion 
of our humanness and our humanity. 


It's not only deep thinking that requires а 
calm, attentive mind. It's also empathy and 
compassion. Psychologists have long studied 
how people experience fear and react to 
physical threats, but it's only recently that 
they've begun researching the sources of our 
nobler instincts. What they're finding is that, as 
Antonio Damasio, the director of USC's Brain 
апа Creativity Institute, explains, the higher 
emotions emerge from neural processes 
that “аге inherently slow." In one recent 
experiment, Damasio and his colleagues had 
subjects listen to stories describing people 
experiencing physical or psychological pain. 
The subjects were then put into a magnetic 
resonance imaging machine and their 
brains were scanned as they were asked 
to remember the stories. The experiment 
revealed that while the human brain reacts 
very quickly to demonstrations of physical 
pain — when you see someone injured, the 
primitive pain centers in your own brain 
activate almost instantaneously — the more 
sophisticated mental process of empathizing 
with psychological suffering unfolds much 
more slowly. It takes time, the researchers. 
discovered, for the brain "to transcend 
immediate involvement of the body" and begin 
to understand and to feel "the psychological 
апа moral dimensions of a situation" 


The experiment, say the scholars, indicates 
that the more distracted we become, the 
less able we are to experience the subtlest, 
most distinctively human forms of empathy, 
compassion, and other emotions. “For 
some kinds of thoughts, especially moral 
decision-making about other people's social 
апа psychological situations, we need to 
allow for adequate time and reflection" 
cautions Mary Helen Immordino-Yang, a 
member of the research team. "If things are 
happening too fast, you may not ever fully 
experience emotions about other people's 
psychological states." It would be rash to 
jump to the conclusion that the internet is 
undermining our moral sense. It would not be 
rash to suggest that as the net reroutes our 
vital paths and diminishes our capacity for 
contemplation, itis altering the depth of our 
emotions as well as our thoughts. 


There are those who are heartened by the 
ease with which our minds are adapting to 
the web's intellectual ethic. "Technological 
progress does not reverse,” writes a Wall 
Street Journal columnist, "so the trend toward 
multitasking and consuming many different 
types of information will only continue.” We 
need not worry, though, because our "human 
software" will in time "catch up to the machine 
technology that made the information 
abundance possible." We'll "evolve" to 
become more agile consumers of data. The 
writer of a cover story in New York magazine 
says that as we become used to “the 2151- 
century task" of "fitting" among bits of online 
information, "the wiring of the brain will 
inevitably change to deal more efficiently with 
more information" We may lose our capacity 
“to concentrate on a complex task from 
beginning to end,” but in recompense we'll 
gain new skills, such as the ability to "conduct 
34 conversations simultaneously across six 
different media” A prominent economist 
writes, cheerily, that "the web allows us to 
borrow cognitive strengths from autism and 
to be better infovores.” An Atlantic author 
suggests that our "technology-induced ADD” 
may be *a short-term problem," stemming 
from our reliance on "cognitive habits evolved 
and perfected in an era of limited information 
flow.” Developing new cognitive habits is “the 
only viable approach to navigating the age of 
constant connectivity.” 





These writers are certainly correct in 
arguing that we're being molded by our 
new information environment. Our mental 
adaptability, built into the deepest workings of 
our brains, is a keynote of intellectual history. 
But if there's comfort in their reassurances, it's 
of a very cold sort. Adaptation leaves us better 
suited to our circumstances, but qualitatively 
its a neutral process. What matters in the end 
is not our becoming but what we become. 





In the 1950s, Martin Heidegger observed that 
the looming “tide of technological revolution" 
could “so captivate, bewitch, dazzle, and 
beguile man that calculative thinking may 
someday come to be accepted and practiced 
as the only way of thinking,” Our ability to 
‘engage in “meditative thinking,” which he saw 
as the very essence of our humanity, might 
become a victim of headlong progress. The 
tumultuous advance of technology could, like 
the arrival of the locomotive at the Concord 
station, drown out the refined perceptions, 
thoughts, and emotions that arise only 
through contemplation and reflection. The 
“frenziedness of technology" Heidegger wrote, 
threatens to “entrench itself everywhere 


It may be that we are now entering the final 
stage of that entrenchment. We are welcoming 
the frenziedness into our souls. 


Nicholas Carr is the former executive editor of the 
Harvard Business Review. Не is well-known for his 
cover article in The Atlantic which asked, “Is Google 
Making Us Stupid?” He explored this question in 
more depth in his latest book The Shallows: What the 
Internet Is Doing to Our Brains. Carr lives in Colorado 
and blogs at roughtype.com 


THE KISS 








Engineers at Tokyo's Kajimoto 
Laboratory have created a machine 
that would allow separated lovers to 
make-out over the Internet. The hand- 
held device memorizes tongue and lip 
movement, which can then be simu- 
lated by another device, and works 

in concert with web cam technology. 
Researchers plan to develop a more 
human looking prototype (it is current- 
ly а swirling straw attached to a small 
motor) capable of mimicking both 
breathing, odour and saliva. 








Adbusters and Family, 


Good day. Thank you for igniting Оссиру wall 
Street. It has gotten the attention for the world. 
And | fully support you and the movement 
Though you have their attention, the media 
and politicians think this is just a phase and 
will sit by until our voices are silent. If you re- 
ally want to get Washington's attention, there 
is only one thing you need to do... Start Bank 
Week- the week all Americans pull their mon- 
ey out of the banks. Then and only then will 
Washington, Wall Street, politicians and the 
rest of the world take note. It will be our ас- 
tions along with our words that CHANGE 
things for the 99%. Banks are now charg- 
ing 83-87 for debit card users to access their 
money. Yet the banks are already making 
tonnes of money every day. Bank of America 
is by far the most arrogant of them all. They 
have 60 million customers and are charging 
$5 per month. You can do the math, Lets send 
them the STRONGEST and most POWERFUL 
message yet... Bank Week is а must. Do NOT 
let this opportunity pass... just one mention of 
Bank Week to the media will start it all, Let me 
know your thoughts. 


Sincerely, 


Citizen 07 





Анну SIMILARITY 


THERE 15 AN UI 
GLOBAL UPRISING THAT 


BETWEEN THE 
BEGAN IN THE LATIN 
\ң,1968 AND THE GL 
MOVEMENT THAT STARTE: 
ZUCCOTTI PARK IN 2011 


OBAL OCCUPATION 


Dear Adbusters Friends, 


| am a 65-year-old music teacher. ат thrilled, in- 
spired, hopeful and grateful for the uprising now 
taking place in the name of Occupy. A project 
that I have thought about for a long time is what 
| call The Emery Barnes Challenge. The Emery 
Barnes Challenge would ask that every year they 
are in office, elected politicians spend at least one 
week-- two weeks would be even better living 
with and living "like" their poorest constituents. No 
limo. No expense account. No staff. No single malt. 
A budget to live on that represents what the poor- 
est in the constituency live on. Ditto for wardrobe, 
transportation and housing. Activities during the 
week are planned to accurately reflect the con- 
stituents’ lives. Perhaps the politicians spend their 
days looking for a job, or working at two minimum- 
wage jobs. They travel by public transit and eat 
what they can afford to eat on their assigned bud- 
get. Perhaps they have to go to a public clinic for a 
medical issue, or apply for food stamps, or go to à 
meeting with a welfare worker or a parole officer. 


And they spend their evenings ‘listening’ just lis- 
tening as the people of their constituency tell 
their stories. 

| would love to see Emery Barnes Week be- 
come a necessary rite of passage for politicians 
everywhere. 


Best wishes, 


QUARTER OF PARIS 


DIN NEW YORK'S 


PEACE POETRY 


Religions are based on scripture, which 
is mostly poetry. So it only makes 
sense that religious conflict must be re- 
solved through poetry, and not through 
politics, negotiation or war. | propose 
that all religious conflicts be redefined 
poetically so that they can be resolved 
without bloodshed, winners or losers. 
So let's sharpen our pencils, not our 
swords; send missives, not missiles; 
and apply our minds to metaphor, sim- 
ile, rhyme, meter and prosody, but not 
pomposity, animosity, ferocity, atrocity 
‘or monstrosity. 


Best regards, 


Hugh Mann 

















ADBUST 


OR CALL NICOLE АТ 180 


Dear Adbusters, 


We subscribe to your fine magazine...and just 
got your new issue yesterday... really deep and 
inspiring — moved me to write the following in а 
blog I keep oriented around the experience of 
distance running. 


1 might be out of my league on this one- but 
there's an old Zen saying that to truly live you 
have to feel the sword upon you at each mo- 
ment. Were here but a blink, and as parents 

of college-aged children are so wont to say, "t 
Went by so fast! Seems like just yesterday че 
Was rockin em to sleep!" And you can feel the 
wistfulness in that lament.-a sense of the tragic. 
That is why | must attend to this matter without 
fear or trepidation - even if ts subject ls a bit 
out of my league. 


Busting out a phatty run with a longtime friend, 
and hes saying how this one song is stuck In 
he head. He aint listening to no music, mind 
you...no, he got the song stuck there from 
Yomowhere else. Says In fact he was In the gro- 
сегу store getting selad dressing for the fam- 
ily, and there it was, that damn song, playing 
der the speakers, Locomotion by Grand Funk 
Railroad. "Where do they get these things?” he 
asks, blending wonder, astonishment and dis- 


gust. And then Im telling him about the Feed. It 
Заз portrayed in this young adult novel I read 


this spring (Hey, кв part of my Job, you know, 
teaching middle school and such). Oh, what 
a blazer of a book about how instead of us 
holding these tiny computers in our hand, 


now these little microchips have been implant 


ted, and so our computer is always on! Yeah, 


and your Yahoo page, or whatever mast media 
homepage you choose as your own, із flagging 
you constantly with whats new and latest, апа 


APOLOGIES 


In creating the center spread 
troccupywalistreet poster In Adbusters 
497 we falled to get permission from 
Rachel Cossar, the ballerina featured 
in the campaign ad. Ms. Cossar is 

а professional ballet dancer with 

the Boston Ballet, she is in no way 
associated with, nor does she endorse 
the ttoccupywallstreet campaign. 
Adbusters sincerely apologizes to М8. 
Cossar for using her image without 
permission and any inconvenience. this 
has caused her or her image. 


Inthe same issue we also featured a 
Jeremy & Claire Weiss image of a man 
jumping from а clit into water without 
their permission. The low resolution 
image and context in which it was 
featured is a misrepresentation of their 
Work. We offer our sincere apologie for 
any inconvenience this has caused them. 


marketing you with products connected to and 
related to previous searches, and it never stops, 
man. It just keeps going, Keeps feeding You. And 
do you see that if youre always being fed this 
stuff, youre not attending to whats within yov. 
hat really needs to be fed -your soul, baby! 


My running buddy is saying how this phrase from 
the song has been repeating itself in his head for 
the past half-hour, and he wants it to stoP- 


“that's how the Feed works!" | exclaim, а те 
too excitedly. “it controls and takes over your 
brain „even more blasphemous із that it hap- 
pens during this sacred act of running. when you 
коша be able to access and tap Into deeper 
levels of you and your brain, right? | mean, whats 
behind that song. What if you had never been e 
© to that song, what would be in your mind 
right now?" This, of course, can be taken further, 
this idea of whats in our mind, and where did it 
originate—what is its source? What if that wasn't 
there? Then what would be In our mind? What's 
the next layer? What if that next thing that we аго 
thinking about wasn't there, then what would we 
be thinking about? 


My friend wanted to know И thought that we are 
addicted to thought. told him that | didnt know. 
But do know that when we stopped talking on 
this run, and that first half-hour bled into the sec 
ond, and the third, and our pace quickened from 
"ine minutes per mile, to eight, to seven, and fi 
nelly to six minutes per mile and there was noth- 
ing but our breathing, and our running, | do know 
that there were no thoughts Inside my head -no. 
anything. And | felt really alive. 


Yours, 


Joel Gillman 


Hello Adbusters, 

We are the people of Beijing, China. 

We support Occupy Wall Street. 

A great idea. 

Suggestions: Only “occupation” is not 
enough, we look forward to your final 
"Possession Wall Street” All wealth is of 


the people. Pull out the socialist slogans, 
and lift a portrait of Mao Zedong. , 


Establish an American left wing alliance 
as soon as possible. Patriotic scholars 
join together to support all Americans. 


Most of us, accounting for the 99% also 
hate genetically modified ой, rice and 
polluted land. 


We look forward to working with you 
hand in hand, human towards light, 
and not to destruction. 


Jian Dong 


Doar Head Ad Ed 


1 would like to submit some 
work 1 did, using discarded 
Christmas trees and red paint. 


Danny 








8815... 
GAIN 


The idea of gain as positive social good is a relatively modern one. 
Throughout most of recorded history it has been conspicuous by 
itsäbsence. Even our Pilgrim forefathers considered the notion 
of "buying cheap and selling dear" nothing short of satanic 
doctrine. Nonetheless, a genuine middle class appeared as a 
social force in the Mediterranean region during the course of 
the 14th century. Its development coincided with an increase 
of trade occasioned by two related discoveries. The first was 
the invention of the technique of tacking against the wind, а 
procedure that made sailing much less subject to the whims 
ofnature than it had been before. The other was the compass. 
Marco Polo had brought one of these magical instruments back 
from Cathay in 1295 (although it does seem to have been known 
in Europe a century earlier), and general use of the device by 
mariners made navigation a good deal more certain than it would 


otherwise have been. Soon new trade routes opened up all over. 
the world. Surplus capital came into existence and, with И, new 
ambitions. By the beginning of the 15th century a number of 
merchants had become wealthier than any king. The fortune 
established by one of these, Giovanni de' Medici (1360-1429), 
created what we know as the Florentine Renaissance. The 
history of the city of Florence was for centuries the history of 
the banking house of the Medici. For the Medici became the 
discreet dictators of the city - ostensibly a republic - without 
ever holding public office. The Medici were bankers to all of 
Europe. Their home base, Florence, became a cultural center 
to rank with the Athens of ancient Greece. 


John Adkins Richardson 


02. 
PROPERTY 


In his marvelous book The Structures of Everyday Life: 
Civilization and Capitalism 15th-18th Century, historian Fernand 
Braudel wrote of the gradual insinuation of the money economy 
into the lives of medieval peasants: “What did it actually bring? 
Sharp variations in prices of essential foodstuffs; incomprehen- 
sible relationships in which man no longer recognized either 
himself, his customs or his ancient values. His work became а 
commodity, himself а “thing” 

While early forms of money consisted of anything from sheep 
to shells, coins made of gold and silver gradually emerged as 
the most practical, universally accepted means of exchange, 
measure of value, and store of value. 

Money's ease of storage enabled industrious individuals to 
accumulate substantial amounts of wealth. But this concen- 
trated wealth also presented a target for thieves. Thievery was 





especially а problem for traders: while the portability of money 
enabled travel over long distances for the purchase of rare 
fabrics and spices, highwaymen often lurked along the way, 
ready to snatch a purse at knifepoint. These problems led to 
the invention of banking - a practice in which metalsmiths who 
routinely dealt with large amounts of gold and silver (and who 
were accustomed to keeping it in secure, well; guarded vaults) 
agreed to store other people's coins, offering storage receipts 
in return. Storage receipts could then be traded as money, thus 
making trade easier and safer. 

Eventually, by the Middle Ages, goldsmith-bankers realized 
that they could issue these tradable receipts for more gold than 
they had in their vaults, without anyone being the wiser. They 
did this by making loans of the receipts, for which they charged. 
a fee amounting to a percentage of the loan. 


— 03. 
USURY 


Initially the church regarded the practice of profiting from 


The last impediment to money's ability to act as a lubricant for 


USURY 


Initially the church regarded the practice of profiting from 
loans аз а sin— known as usury - but the bankers found a 
loophole in religious doctrine: it was permitted to charge for 
reimbursement of expenses incurred in making the loan. This 
was termed interest. Gradually bankers widened the definition 
of “interest” to include what had formerly been called “usury.” 
The practice of loaning out receipts for gold that didn’t really 
exist worked fine, unless many receipt-holders wanted to redeem 
paper notes for gold or silver all at once. Fortunately for the 
bankers, this happened so rarely that eventually the writing of 
receipts for more money than was on deposit became a perfectly 
respectable practice known as fractional reserve banking. 

It turned out that having increasing amounts of money in 
circulation was a benefit to traders and industrialists during 
the historical period when all of this was happening-a time 
when unprecedented amounts of new wealth were being created, 
first through colonialism and slavery, but then by harnessing 
the enormous energies of fossil fuels. 


‘The last impediment to money's ability to actas a lubricant for 
transactions was its remaining tie to precious metals. As long 
as paper notes were redeemable for gold or silver, the amounts 
of these substances existing in vaults put at least a theoretical 
restraint on the process of money creation. Paper currencies 
notbacked by metal had sprung up from time to time, starting as 
early as the 13th century CE in China; by the late 20th century, 
they were the near-universal norm. 

Along with more abstract forms of currency, the past century has 
also seen the appearance and growth of ever-more sophisticated 
investment instruments. Stocks, bonds, options, futures, long- 
and short-selling, credit default swaps, and more now enable 
investors to make (or lose) money on the movement of prices 
ofreal or imaginary properties and commodities, and to insure 
their bets - even their bets on other investors’ bets. 


the Post 
Carbon Institute, Richard is а ducator on 
supply issues and global resource deplet 





CRISES САМ 
8 BE OPEN. 





THE PAST SEVERAL YEARS HAVE 
WITNESSED THE SPECTACULAR 
UNRAVELING OF CAPITALISM, OR 
SO IT HAS APPEARED. 


Venerated investment banks have vanished overnight, 
titans of industry have permanently shuttered their 
doors, and rich nations have lurched perilously close 
to default. The ideology of the free market, once 
seemingly unassailable, lies in tatters, While the death 
knell of capitalism may not yet be tolling, the crisis is 
undoubtedly of a different order of magnitude than 
anything seen in decades. 


Crises can be openings: moments when the stan- 
chions are kicked out from under the status quo, when 
the pieties of the recent past fall away and a revital- 
ized sense of collective power takes shape. But cri- 
ses aren't always -or only- opportunities for radicals, 
mechanically ushering legions of the downtrodden 

to the barricades. In times of crisis the far right of- 
ten harnesses the insecurities of the precarious, as 
well as the monied, in the service of xenophobia and 
austerity. Paradoxically, crises of capitalism are op- 
portunities for capital. Notwithstanding any frontal 
challenges to the old order, those capitalists who sur- 
vive the shakeout and destruction of competitors can 
find fertile ground for a new round of expansion. Such 
demolition and regeneration are often aided by force 
of arms: contrary to the pacifist slogan, war is the an- 
swer, razing old capital and clearing the way for the 
new. Even the crisis of nature is fortuitous for capital, 
spawning green commodities and product lines as cor- 
al reefs, rainforests, freshwater lakes and rivers per- 
ish, and myriad species disappear forever. Capitalism 
begets crisis and then crisis begets opportunities for 
profit. And so it goes. Or so it has gone. 





NGS 


For better or worse-often for worse-the left has a 
long history of diagnosing the death throes of capi- 
talism and the final conflict heralding radical change. 
As the old witticism has it, Marxists have predicted 
ten out of the last two economic crises, a perpetual 
chronicle of a crisis foretold. Yet in the midst of what 
arguably is the fourth global crisis of the capitalist 
system, radicals -whether in North America or South 
Korea - find themselves adrift and tentative. We should 
be thankful for the departure of the old mechanis- 

tic view of the world, at least from most quarters. But 
what has taken its place? Anxiety about day-to-day 
survival has deepened the abiding anti-utopianism 

of our age. An enduring fatalism about the possibil- 
ity of radical social transformation, the scar tissue of 
dashed hopes and sanguinary defeats, has us firmly in 
its grip. With the exception of a few pockets of militan- 
cy (and at times adventurism) the idea of organizing 
for a postcapitalist future commonly seems delusion- 
al: one thinks here of the now oft-quoted saying that 

it has become easier to imagine the end of the world 
than the end of capitalism. Another crisis, one of both 
vision and organization, is painfully in evidence. 


It doesn't have to be so. We are living through an era 
of considerable flux. Ideas alone won't solve the crisis 
of the left, and revolutions cannot be summoned by 
fervent wishes. But ideas matter, as the often-tragic 
history of the left has proved. They are born out of ac- 
tion and shape the deeds of the future. They help us 
understand the world we unwittingly have helped to 
construct, grasp the many vulnerabilities of the cur- 
rent order and devise avenues for fracture and revolt. 
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LISTEN UP, 
YOU FAT 





There is nobody = - in this country who got rich 
on his own. Nobody. 


You built a factory out there? Good for you. But I want to 
be clear: you moved your goods to market on the roads the 
rest of us paid for; you hired workers the rest of us paid to 
educate; you were safe in your factory because of police 
forces and fire forces that the rest of us paid for. You didn't 
have to worry that marauding bands would come and seize 
everything at your factory, and hire someone to protect 
against this, because of the work the rest of us did. 





Now look, you built a factory and it turned into something 
terrific, or a great idea? God bless. Keep a big hunk of it. 
But part of the underlying social contract is you take a hunk 
of that and pay forward for the next kid who comes along. 





Elizabeth Warren 


MOST OF US НАМЕ 

COME TO ACCEPT THAT 
PRIVATE INTERESTS AND 
FINANCIAL KICKBACKS 
CORRUPT THE MAJORITY 
OF PUBLIC EXPERTS AND 
ORGANIZATIONS. 


In pharmacology, for example, it is well 
known that the leading child bipolarity the- 
orist, Harvard's Joseph Biederman, the man 
responsible for thousands of MDs putting 
millions of kids on meds, is on the payroll 
of Eli Lilly who specialize in psycho cock- 
tails for preteens. Or that the Diagnostic and 
Statistical Manual, the ever-growing men- 
tal disease bible, is funded by the American 
Psychiatry Association, which uses the book 
to multiply business for its membership. 
Likewise, it's no big surprise that leading an- 
ti-climate change scientists like Australia's 
Ian Plimer or America's Patrick J. Michaels 
are on the payroll of right-wing think tanks 
and energy companies, the former get- 
ting checks from Canada's obscure Natural 
Resources Stewardship Project and the 


latter from energy companies in the USA. 
These are the devils you know. Their con- 
flicts are public because their disciplines 
require disclosure of bias. Sinister though 
it may be, one can say that pharmacology 
and anti-climate change sciences play rea- 
sonably straight hands when it comes to ad- 
mitting corruption. The same backhanded 
compliment cannot be said of economics. 


US academic superstars played leading 
roles in the 2008 financial collapse. While 
CEO's like Lloyd Blankfein and Richard 
Fuld are household villains, those who 
built the rational legitimacy of their ill-got- 
ten gains, the supposedly objective math- 
ematical econo-scientists behind their 
schemes, are sipping on the same theft- 
from-the-poor piña coladas as their CEO 
chums, unscathed. Backing every policy de- 
cision leading to Lehman Brother's bank- 
ruptcy in 2008 and the $700 billion public 
bailout was a team of prestigious Harvard 
and Columbia economists all on the pay- 
roll of corrupt financial institutions. None 
of these academic offenders ever disclosed 
to their universities, their students, their 
publishers or the press the financial gains 
they were making promoting deregulation. 
These wolves in sheep’s clothing subverted 








the ethical base of their discipline - and their 
own consciences - without moral pause be- 
cause economic departments don't require 
professors to come clean with conflicts of 
interest. Unlike their university peers, they 
don't share the belief that academic study, 
the objective pursuit of knowledge, can be 
subverted by money. In fact had it not been 
for Charles Ferguson's 2010 Oscar-winning 
investigative documentary The Inside Job, 
most of us wouldn't even know the real ar- 
chitects of the collapse - men who deserve 
the name doctor about as much as a 12th- 
century barber. 


Dr. Frederic Mishkin, professor of econom- 
ics at Columbia Business School, authored 
the widely read 2006 Financial Stability 
in Iceland report. In it Mishkin praised 
Iceland's system of extreme leverage, pred- 
atory lending and bank privatization. His 
name lent huge confidence to Iceland's 
policies, a model which eventually led to 
the 2008 crisis. Mishkin never disclosed 
the $124,000 paid to him by the Icelandic 
Chamber of Commerce for the report. He 
is also a former board member on the US 
Federal Reserve. 


Dr. Martin Feldstein, professor of economics 





at Harvard University, was chairman of 
Ronald Reagan’s Council of Economic 
Advisers and staunch promoter of deregu- 
lation for three decades. Feldstein was on 
the board of AIG at the time of the collapse. 
He has spoken on the record that he sees no 
conflictof interest as a professor at Harvard 
with his financial gain as a salaried con- 
sultant for major financial firms. For two 
decades Feldstein taught one of the most 
popular undergraduate courses at Harvard: 
Principles of Economics. 


Dr. Lawrence Summers, economist, busi- 
nessman and former president of Harvard 
University, earned a reported $20,000,000 
in derivatives before the crash. He was a 
leading advocate in the Clinton adminis- 
tration against derivative regulation - rules 
that would have made it illegal for big banks 
to run themselves into the ground for profit. 
In 2009 Obama appointed him Director of 
the National Economic Council, a position 
he held until December 31, 2010. He is now 
back teaching at Harvard and working as an 
economic adviser in the private sector. 


Dr. R. Glenn Hubbard, dean of Columbia 
University Graduate School of Business, 
was chairman of George W. Bush’s Council 
of Economic Advisers from 2001 to 2003. 
Through the 2000s he was also a board 
member on five major USA financial insti- 
tutions, most of which were implicated in 
2008's public fleecing. He remains a major 
proponent of deregulation and derivatives 
and is still a leading financial consultant 
and board member on Wall Street. 





The inability for American policy makers 
to clean their financial house or prosecute 
those behind the veil of the collapse has had 
a devastating effect on the Amer 
The idea of an entrepreneurial America 





where hard work, diligence, honesty and 
personal virtue are rewarded is becoming 
harder and harder to stomach. The patriot- 
ic moral obligation to the American ideal, a 
"God is watching" type of belief that keeps 
millions of workers honest, is eroding. 
Corruption in the heart of the financial dis- 
trict encourages graft throughout the econ- 
omy- Mobutu Sese Seko style - from top to 
bottom. It's rotting the entire culture. The 
amnesic impunity with which the worst of- 
fenders are able to carry on with their repu- 
tations, regalia and professional lives intact 
only adds insult to injury. Not a single aca- 
demic has been held accountable for their 
role in the greatest transfer of public mon- 
ey into private hands in human history. The 
cohort of professors who broke the back of 
the American dream, funneling ten million 
family homes into their lavish speaker fees, 
business appointments and papers for hire, 
haven't even said so much as “I'm sorry" - 
let alone admit any wrong. 


Doctors who break their codes of ethics are 
stripped of their standing and barred from 
practice. Scientists who undermine the 
respectability of their profession by tak- 
ing corporate sponsorship are ostracized. 
Economists, meanwhile, continue to walk 
unscathed through the most glaring ethi- 
cal corruption of their discipline. The time 
has come for doctors of economy to earn 
the right to their prefix. 


In November 2010, economists at the 
Political Economy Research Institute at 
the University of Massachusetts Amherst 
released a working paper titled "Financial 
Economists, Financial Interests and Dark 
Corners of the Meltdown: It's Time to 
set Ethical Standards for the Economics 
Profession." They found that even in the 


Leading active members of today's economics profession... have 
formed themselves into a kind of Politburo for correct economic 
thinking. As а general rule-as one might generally expect from a 
gentleman's club- this has placed them on the wrong side of every 
important policy issue, and not just recently but for decades. They 
predict disaster where none occurs. They deny the possibility of 
events that then happen. They oppose the most basic, decent and 
sensible reforms, while offering placebos instead. They are always 
surprised when something untoward (like a recession) actually occurs. 
And when finally they sense that some position cannot be sustained, 
they do not reexamine their ideas. They do not consider the possibility 
of a flaw in logic or theory. Rather, they simply change the subject. 

No one loses face, in this club, for having been wrong. No one is dis- 
invited from presenting papers at later annual meetings. And still less 
is anyone from the outside invited in. 


James K. Galbraith (economist) 


post-crash world, the majority of "prom- 
inent academic financial economists did 
not disclose their private financial affi 
tion even when writing pieces on financial 
reform." 





Because economic faculties in the world op- 
erate a "don't ask don't tell” policy of conflict 
disclosure, little is ever disclosed. Professors 
are encouraged to reveal their personal fi- 
nancial interests in the subject matter they 
teach, though are not required to do so. This 
self-regulatory policy, so similar to the over- 
all financial mantra preached in economic 
departments today, is clearly not working. 
A culture of secrecy, anathema to the aca- 
demic tradition of objective and honest en- 
quiry, pervades the discipline. So endemic 
has secrecy become that researchers in the 
Amherst study could find only one academ- 
ic who revealed work on the side. That pro- 
fessor, as it turned out, did so because there 
was nothing significant to reveal. 


“If those that are creating the culture 
around financial regulation as well as in- 
fluencing policy at the government level for 
financial reform also have a significant, if 
hidden, conflict of interest, our public is not 
likely to be well-served." 


To tackle this continued blight, researchers 
at the University of Massachusetts have pro- 
posed a system of accountability in the eco- 
nomics profession similar to that of other 
fields. This, they say, is the only answer to 
the continued sullying of the discipline as a 
corporate crock of academic corruption. Ask 
your economics professors if they are will- 
ingto advocate for a code of ethical conduct 
in your school's economics department. 


Darren Fleet 
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THE BEYOJD 
GROWTH CONGRES: 


WHAT COULD A POST-GROWTH 
SOCIETY LOOK LIKE AND HOW 
SHOULD WE PREPARE FOR IT? 


When I booked two weeks in advance for the 
Beyond Growth Conference in Berlin this 
year it was easy to get a seat, they only ex- 
pected 1,000 participants. However, at the 
closing session on May 22, and to everyone's 
collective surprise, organizers said near- 
ly 2,500 had participated in the event - an 
unusual outpouring for supposed radical 
ideas. Most of the individual workshops had 
at least 100 participants, many up to 300. 
Plenary sessions were gigantic. 


By the numbers it's now clear that post 
growth thinking has arrived in Germany 
and it's difficult to believe that it won't 
soon be a major political force. More than 
50 organizations were supporting, funding 
and promoting the event - including sever- 
al prominent think tanks and foundations. 
Witthout a doubt it was a major convergence. 


The host, АТТАС, (the Association for the 
Taxation of financial Transactions to Aid 
Citizens), is growing throughout Europe. 
For a number of years academics develop- 
ing ideas around social justice and ecology 
ascritics of globalization have been joining. 
Many different strands of political opinion 
from hard]eft.to.post growth green can be 
‘found in ATTAC' ranks. They have succeed- 
ed in engaging European trade unions, many 
of which were fully involved in the discus- 
sions. A few years ago there was difficulty 
bridging the division between the ecological 
and environmental politics of the greens and. 


the social and other focuses taken up by the. 
leftand trade unions, but ATTAC, who em- 
brace broad diversity, have been able to lift 
partisan actors above the fray. While there 
are still divisions, they're handled non-ac- 
rimoniously and, as a major union there 
said, it's clear there is now an explicit con- 
sensus that social and ecological problems 
must be worked on together. 


THE WEALTH OF DEGROWTH 

The influence of the global south at the 
conference was powerful. Vandana Shiva 
opened the congress and made a major 
statement about how Indian growth is 
rooted in a host of destructive practices 
and processes. Her main point was that 
growth is only a measure of financial activ- 
ity, not well-being. When you look at what is 
growing in India you find that the pains of 
development are damaging to the least pow- 
erful, and are effectively polarizing wealth. 
Growth is not the answer she said. What is 
needed is a different development model 
- one that is socially just and not ecologi- 
cally destructive. What this alternative de- 
velopment model can be or should be in the 
global south became a major theme of the 
gathering. Degrowth, or post growth eco- 
nomics, is different from being driven into 
poverty in the interests of the finance and 


“banking sector. It is a different vision and 


a different development model - framed as 
a positive alternative. In that respect this 
conference shared something with the idea 
of the Transition Movement and the French 
Decroissance (degrowth) movement that 
argues that while contraction will have to 
happen, we must focus on shaping the pro- 
cess of contraction in a positive fas! 
Also particularly influential at this con- 
ference were voices and ideas from Ecuador 
and Bolivia. In the search for overarching 
visions and goals for a post growth econ- 
omy, activists in Germany have picked up 
on the voices of indigenous communities in 
South America, especially the idea of Buen 
Vivir - Gutes Leben in German - Good Life. 
The starting point for this idea of Good Life 
is the cosmology, philosophy, culture and 
political economic ideas of a diversity of 








indigenous communities and tribes in the 
Andean region. The culture and thinking 
of these communities are reemerging after 
centuries of colonialism, Catholicism and 
the impact of having their economies sub- 
ordinated to resource extraction, 


BUEN VIVIR: A VISION FOR THE FUTURE? 

The indigenous commfnities of the Andes 
already have the alternative to growth. It is 
their traditional notion of Sumak Kawsay, а 
Quecha word that is translated into Spanish 
as Buen Vivir. Sumak Kawsay puts the rela- 
tionships of humans and communities to na- 
ture as their central point. It is an idea that 
existed prior to colonialism and the corre- 
sponding development of the ecologically 
damaging extraction industries and planta- 
tion monocultures. The idea is based on the 
visions and ancestral traditions of many 
different tribes and communities and deci- 
sively breaks from Western concepts of de- 
velopment. For this reason the summary 
words, Good Life, nowhere near adequately 
convey what is meant to an English speak- 
ing or European readership. The fact that 
these ideas are coming forward now and are 
influencing the politics and constitutions 
of Ecuador and Bolivia is incredibly impor- 
tant. It not only gives rise to states that ex- 
plicitly reject growth and "development" as 
their goals, but reflects a neo-emancipation 
process. The indigenous people in the Andes 
have for centuries been repressed and mar- 
ginalized but now are able to put their own 
ideas into the political process. (In Bolivia 
55% of the population are indigenous peo- 
ples, from 36 different ethnic groups. White 
people are a mere 15%. In Ecuador the indig- 
enous population is 3596 of the total popula- 
tion). It seems obvious to say that common 
ways of thinking about growth and develop- 
mentamong the population of the industrial 
countries assumes that people in poor coun- 
tries would want to develop along a simi- 
lar path to that followed in the industrial 
world - this is the direction of “progress” 
and reason. That is, after all, why they are 
called developing countries. However, for in- 
digenous peoples development and growth 
has actually been a long history of colonial 





exploitation, suffering, racism and oppres- 
sion of women, not to mention the destruc- 
tion of Mother Earth. It is thus by no means 
the case thatall of these people see their fur- 
ther development as a desirable future and 
we should stop assuming it. On the contrary 
many indigenous peoples have reason to 
counterpose the current state of things and 
celebrate their traditional lifestyles as hav- 
ingan important contribution to preventan 
economically suicidal path for the planet. 


IS CONSUMERISM REALLY A PART OF HUMAN NATURE? 
Irecall an email exchange with a Financial 
Times journalist who was certain that poor 
people everywhere wanted to have electri- 
cal household appliances, a car, and all oth- 
er sorts of modern stuff. This assumption 
that consumerism is a natural and inevi- 
table feature of human nature is not some- 
thingthat one can assume of Buen Vivir. For 
example, Elisa Vega from Bolivia, who leads 
the department for de-patriachalization at 
the Ministry for Decolonialization, was sure 
about the quality of life associated with tra- 
ditional ways of living when she spoke at 
the conference. Her grandfather lived to 110 
years and was active to the last day. He did 
not save money but saved up plentiful re- 
serves of nonperishable foodstuffs. Elisa 
said that indigenous peoples were not con- 
sumption orientated. There was no point in 
having more than was necessary. If you saw 
her again, she said, it would be wearing the 
same traditional dress and the same jewelry 
as the day you first met her, the jewelry be- 
ingcenturies old. Things must be protected 
and made to last. What was important to in- 
digenous peoples were family and commu- 
nity relationships - and the relationship to 
Mother Nature, Pachamama. In this respect 
Buen Vivir is very different from any kind of 
individualistic idea of Good Life. It is only 
conceivable in the social context in which 
people live. It involves striving for harmo- 
ny and balance rather than dominance. This 
is important because the concept is rooted 
in plurality and a coexistence based on re- 
spect - both of human communities and of 
nature. Thus decolonization in the Andean 
region is not tendingtto the creation ofa new 
monolithic point of view but is seen as need- 
ingto be built on a diversity of cultures. Nor 
is it about a simple return to ancestral and 
traditional thinking. Buen Vivir not only 
allows differences but actively seeks them 
out. Thinkers from the Andes commun 
cate with other cultures as well as with dis- 
sident Western thinkers and make reference 
to philosophers like Bloch and Benjamin, as 
well as Aristotle and the philosophers of 
deep ecology. So what does this Buen Vivir 
consist of? The general principles can be 





summarized thus: 


Harmony and balance of all and with all. 
Complementarity, solidarity and equali- 
ty. Collective well-being and the satisfac- 
tion of the basic needs of all in harmony 
with mother earth. Respect for the rights 
of mother earth and for human rights. 
Recognition of people for what they are 
and not for what they own. Removal of all 
forms of colonialism, imperialism and in- 
terventionism. Peace between people and 
with mother earth. 


This is the very antithesis of the idea of 
consumerist wellbeing - which is large- 
ly focused on material possessions so that 
people can organize themselves within a 
status hierarchy over and above others. 
One is reminded of the book by Wilkinson 
and Pickett, The Spirit Level, which shows 
clearly that well-being and health is direct- 
ly correlated with the degree of equality in 
a society. Social harmony is important to 
Good Life, and is enhanced by greater har- 
mony with nature. 


THE RIGHTS OF THE EARTH 

Let us now turn to the rights of mother 
earth, or Pachamama. It was on the basis of 
the rights of mother earth that the Bolivian 
government rejected the Copenhagen com- 
promise and then went on to organize their 
own conference in Cochabamba where 
they put forward and agreed a Charter for 
the Rights of Mother Earth in 2010. To un- 
derstand Pachamama properly one has to 
understand "Pacha" as a key concept for 
cultures in the Andes. It is an ambiguous 
concept that refers to the totality of being. 
It includes not only space and time but also 
forms of life that transcend space and time. 
“Pacha is not only time and space, it is the 
ability to have an active participation in 
the universe, to immerse in it, to be in it. 
Manghapacha is the telluric (earth related) 
dimension of the Pacha, it relates to the in- 
ner earth as the origin," Thomas Fatheuer 
writes. Indigenous people not only do NOT 
see the earth as a resource store that be- 
longs to them - they see themselves as part 
of the earth, they are walking and living 
pieces of the earth. They do not have an an- 
thropocentric world view with humans as 
the peak of creation and its owner - their 
view is nature-centric with humans as par- 
ticipants and parts in this world. According 
to the Cochabamba Convention of 22 April 
2010 the following rights of mother earth 
vvere suggested: 


The right to life and to existence. The right 
to be respected. The right continue its cy- 
cles and life processes free from damage 


caused by humans. The right to protection 
of its identity and integrity as a diverse, self 
directed and interrelated being. The right to 
water as the source of life, The right to clean 
air. The right to all round health. The right 
to freedom from contamination and pollu- 
tion by toxic and radioactive wastes. The 
right not to be impaired by genetic modifica- 
tion or havingits structure modified, which 
would threaten its life and health functions. 
The right to speedy and complete rescission 
of human activities which breach the prin- 
ciples of the declaration. 





Thisis not sustainable development, nor can 
it even be described as designing and argu- 
ing for a green economy. Neither is it the 
same as putting decarbonizing the econo- 
my into focus as a central aim. It puts into 
question all our European concepts of mo- 
dernity in which nature is 'out there' as an 
external store of resources and a sink, avail- 
able for human use. This is a different voice, 
coming from a different cultural viewpoint 
outside the Western tradition. This civiliza- 
tion pradigm, with its assumed superiority, 
is now challenged. 


RESISTING THE PRESSURE TO EXPLOIT 

But what of the practice? Ecuador and 
Bolivia have been making their own path in 
South America but they have not been able 
to completely sever themselves from the 
processes of capitalist development. Both 
Alberto Acosta and Elisa Vega explained 
how hard it was in practice to oppose the 
priorities and pressure of global econom- 
ic forces, The global economic stresses are 
experienced in their countries as a drive to 
open up to exploitation for mining and en- 
ergy interests they said. And as Thomas 
Fatheuer argues, it is an irony of history 
that it turns out to be Bolivia of all plac- 
es that has the world’s greatest reserves of 
lithium, a strategic resource of the future - 
necessary for batteries for mobile phones 
and electric cars. The temptation to mine 
is overwhelming. When the Bolivian gov- 
ernment negotiates with Japanese interests . 
for a strategic economic partnership it is re- 
producing another form of what was repeat- 
edly called ‘extractionist economics’ in the 
Beyond Growth congress. It remains to be 
seen how this will work itself out. There are 
dangers of Buen Vivir being pressured into 
a compromise of Buen Vivir Lite. There are 
also some economic models to discourage 
the easy-money pressure of resource extrac- 
tion in developing countries, but they would 
involve richer nations taking an econom- 
ic hit. An example in tune with Buen Vivir 
principles is whether to open up exploitation 
of oil reserves in the Yasuni area of Ecuador, 


which is part of the rainforest and has a high 
level of biodiversity. Alberto Acosta has 
suggested that Ecuador leave the oil in the 
ground and be compensated by rich coun- 
tries for doingthat - however ata price much 
under the world price for oil. So far no de- 
veloped nations have shown a willingness to 
take up the offer. What I took from this dis- 
cussion was the need to stop assuming that 
development is either necessary or that it is 
what everyone naturally wants - including 
people in poor communities. Perhaps espe- 
cially in many poor communities. I recall а 
description of how in Ireland the people liv- 
ing on the west coast adjacent to the Corrib 
gas field rejected onshore development even 
though they were offered a lot of money. 
The truth is, and this was also expressed by 
Vandana Shiva, most development leads to 
ion of poor people, poisoning 
of their living environment, immense suf- 
fering and precarious alternative forms of 
employment - with the benefits going to a 
smaller group and the corporate elite. 





ENDGAME OPTIMISM 

But what of the state? What chance is 
there for meaningful top-down change? 
What can be gained from political engage- 
ment and activity? There was much talk 
of the need for democratization to facil 
tate the post growth economy and to sup- 
port its new and emerging arrangements. 
However there was also great skepticism 
for how much can be achieved at this time. 
The grip of big corporate lobby interests 
over politics at national and European lev- 
el is simply too great. This is important to 
consider when evaluating green growth. Of 
course green growth is a corporate agenda. 
Its assumption is that state policies to pro- 
mote clean technologies, improving the 
efficiency with which natural resources 
are used, can achieve a drastic decoupling 
whereby the consumption of natural re- 
sources and energy is reduced, even as the 
growth process continues. This was doubt- 
ed because the state was simply not strong 
enough against corporate interests. As Tim 





way of looking at it is to compare it with the 
reconfiguration of a computer which must 
be switched off - and then on again - if re- 
configuration is to take place. Perhaps the 
nearest that we will come to this will be the 
chaos caused by peak oil. I pointed out that a 
few months ago a department in the German 
army had produced a document that fore- 
saw chaos because of peak oil - particularly 
the possibility that it would lead to a finan- 
cial system collapse. I suggested the need to 
think about what program would be needed 
to prepare for the surviving of a "switching 
offand on again - what political economic 
ecological program would help us start again 
in a very different direction toward a soli- 
darity economy? 





In the concluding session of the conference 
an ATTAC spokesman said he felt the dis- 
cussion at this Beyond Growth congress һай 
been much more positive than other events 
he had been to where there had been gloomy 
oralarming predictions of collapse. Collapse 


PERHAPS WE MIGHT EVEN FIND THAT 
WE ARE ABLE TO CREATE A SOCIETY IN 
WHICH GOOD LIFE IS POSSIBLE. 


ECOLOGY AND SOCIALISM UNITE 

For many of the left-wingers at this confer- 
ence the problem of growth is a problem of 
capitalism in so far as capital is driven Ьу 
competition and profit maximization to con- 
tinually increase monetary valuations for 
the owners of the economy. As a simplifica- 
tion one might even say: Of course the left 
would be against growth, because growth 
means more capitalism, with all its effects. 
But this then raises the issue of what is the 
alternative. I did not notice anyone here ar- 
guing for the ideas that were in circulation a 
few decades ago - a centrally planned econo- 
my, whether led by a party hierarchy or un- 
der some form of worker control. If Buen 
Vivir was part of a discussion about the al- 
ternative vision for society beyond growth 
(a vision clearly needing adaption to condi- 
tions in the industrial countries) what are 
the alternative means of delivery for a post 
growth and therefore, for the left, a post cap- 
italist economy? For many here the buzz 
term was Solidarity Economy. 


Jackson from the UK said in this workshop, 
there is no doubt that relative decoupling 
can take place (reduction in resource use 
per unit of production) but absolute de- 
coupling (a real reduction in resource use) 
requires falling production, and that re- 
quires a system change. Indeed most of 
the presenters here agreed that the prob- 
lems we face are systemic - sometimes see- 
ing systemic in Marxist terms, sometimes 
not. Whatever. There is no doubt that the 
state is part of the system too - bound in 
by the interests of big corporate groups - 
and in current conditions absolute decou- 
pling is not going to happen. The state is 
a weak instrument for the kind of change 
that has to happen. It is a little better in the 
more democratic societies perhaps. But too 
weak nonetheless. In these circumstanc- 
es where are we to see the possibilities for 
real change occurring? How do we get the 
necessary top-down to support the bottom 
up? My own view, expressed in the decou- 
pling workshop was to argue that system- 
ic change from one system to another is 
not like the adoption of a policy, rather її 
isa much more far-reaching process. One 








prophecies can put people off (though, at the 
beginning of the conference Nicho Paech 
argued that we have to prepare people for 
what is to come). Perhaps we can and must 
combine both perspectives. A contraction is 
coming whether we like it or not. Butby pre- 
paring we can shape what is to come, rath- 
er than being passive victims. Perhaps we 
might even find that we are able to create a 
society in which Good Life is possible. 


Brian Davey is a freela 
lives in Nottingham, UK 


veological economist who 








I AM WRITING THESE REFLEC- 
TIONS IN THE MIDST OF 
ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL 
DEBATES TAKING PLACE 
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD 
ABOUT THE NECESSITY OF 
IMPLEMENTING STIMULUS 
PLANS TO LIMIT THE DESTRUC- 
TIVE EFFECTS OF THE FIRST 
PLANETARY ECONOMIC CRISIS 
OF THE CAPITALIST WORLD. 


Now when, in such debates, "investment 
stimulus" and "consumption stimulus" are 
spoken of in opposing terms, two distinct 
questions become confused, questions that, 
in fact, do require simultaneous treatment, 
yet according to two different scales of time, 
a difficulty which is all the greater, given that 
heralds the end of the con- 





sumerist model. 


Those who advocate stimulating consumption 
as the path to economic recovery want neither 
to hear nor speak about the end of consum- 
erism. Yet, those who advocate stimulating 
investment are no more willing to call the con- 
sumerist industrial model into question. The 
French version of "stimulating investment" 
(which seems more subtle when it comes from 
Barack Obama) argues that the best way to save 
consumption is through investment, that is, 
by restoring "profitability," which will in turn 
restore an entrepreneurial dynamism itself 
founded upon consumerism and its counter- 
part, market-driven productivism. 







In other words, this "investment" produces 
no long-term view capable of drawing any 
lessons from the collapse of an industrial 

el based on the automobile, on oil, and 
on the construction of highway networks, 
as well as on the Hertzian networks of the 
culture industries. This ensemble has until 
recently formed the basis for consumerism, 
yet today it is obsolete, a fact which became 
clear during the autumn of 2008. Frankly 
speaking, this "investment" is not an in- 
vestment: it is on the contrary a disinvest- 
ment, an abdication which consists їп doing 
no more than burying one's head in the sand. 


This "investment policy," which has no goal 
other than the reconstitution of the consum- 
erist model, is the translation of a moribund 
ideology. It is a desperate attempt to prolong 
the life ofa model which has become self-de- 
structive by denying and concealing for as 
long as possible the fact that the consumer- 
ist model is now massively toxic (a toxicity 
extending far beyond the question of “tox- 
ic assets") because it has reached its limits 
‘This denial is a matter of trying, for as long 
as possible, to maintain the colossal profits 
that can be accrued by those capable of ex- 
ploiting the toxicity of consumerism. 








‘The consumerist model has reached its 
limits because it has become systemically 
short-termist, because it has given rise to 
a systemic stupidity that structurally pre- 
vents the reconstitution of a long-term hori- 
zon. This “investment” is not an investment 
according to any terms other than those of 
pure accounting: it is a pure and simple re- 
establishment of the state of things, trying 
to rebuild the industrial landscape without 
ағай changing its structure, still less its axi- 
oms, all in the hope of protecting income lev- 
els that had hitherto been achievable. 








Such may be the hope, but these are the false 
hopes of those with buried heads. The genu- 
ine object of debate raised by the crisis ought 
to be how to overcome the short-termism to 
which we have been led by a consumerism in- 
trinsically destructive of all genuine invest- 
ment, that is, of investment in the future, a 
short-termism which has systemically, and 
not accidentally, been translated into the de- 
composition of investment into speculation 


Whether we must, in order to avoid a ma- 
jor economic catastrophe, and to attenu- 
ate the social injustice caused by the crisis, 


stimulate consumption and the economic ma- 
chine such asit still is, is a question as urgent 
asitis legitimate so long as such a policy does 
not simply aggravate the situation at the cost 
of millions and billions of euros or dollars 
while at the same time masking the true ques- 
tion, which is to produce a vision and a pi 
cal will capable of progressively moving away 
from the economico-political complex of con- 
sumption so as to enter into the complex of 
a new type of investment. This new kind of 
investment must be a social and political in- 
vestment or, in other words, an investment in 
a common desire, what Aristotle called philia, 
and which would then form the basis of a new 
type of economic investment, 





Between the absolute urgency which obvi- 
ously imposes the imperative of salvaging 
the present situation and of avoiding the pas- 
sage from a global economic crisis to a global 
political crisis that might yet unleash mili- 
tary conflicts of global dimensions and the 
absolute necessity that consists in produc- 
inga potential future in the form of a politi- 
cal and social will capable of making a break 
with the present situation there is clearly a 
contradiction. Such a contradiction is char- 
acteristic of what happens to a dynamic sys- 
tem (in this case, the industrial system and 
the global capitalist system) once it has be- 
gun to mutate. 





This question is political as much as it is eco- 
nomic. It is a question of political economy, 
a matter of knowing in what precisely this 
mutation consists, and to what political, but 
also industrial, choices it leads. It is a mat- 
ter of knowing what new industrial polities is 
required. 





Only such a response is capable of simultane- 
ously dealing with the question of what urgent 
and immediate steps are necessary in order 
to salvage the industrial system, and with the 
question of how such steps must be inscribed 
within an economic and political mutation 
amounting to a revolution - if it is true that 
when a model has run its course, then its trans- 
formation, through which alone it can avoid to- 
tal destruction, constitutes a revolution. 





Bernard Stiegler taught himself philosophy while 
between 1978 and 
nch phi- 


adapt- 








nl book, For a Ne 
Political Economy. 
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_ deepened in coal mines and clothing factories, 
steel mills and lumber camps, wherever roads and 












of relations between those who owned and those 
who labored was. йерен more deadly. 


Wherever Fan mounted, hired guns — 
often aided by the local police, national guards, or 

(— state troopers - appeared to shoot at, jail, blacklist, 
and if necessary, kill the protesters and their 
organizers; and everywhere, the workers replied in 
kind: with guns of their own, or even dynamite, the 







: during these years, and thousands more | 

) nS took their place. The labor movement 
grew slowly - spilling blood, rage, and resistance in 
equal parts - but it grew. 


А ne кант: 
past Goldman: Revolution as a Way of Life by Vivian Gornick. 





. houses and bridges were being built, a desperation | 
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МАКЕ A PROMISE ТО YOURSELF: 


START 
LIVING AGAIN, 
HAVING FUN, 
KICKING ASS# 


CULTURAL REVOLUTION IS OUR BUSINESS 


Publishing the magazine is only опе part of what 
we do here at the Adbusters Media Foundation. Our 


YoccUPYWALLSTREET 
Seizure of financial 
districts around the world 
Will continue into next 
spring and beyond. Check 
In with your local #occupy! 


HELP TRANSLATE 
ADBUSTERS 

Join us in translating 
Adbusters, #OWS communi- 
ques and global calls to 
action=translatorbrigades 
@gmailcom 


3INOSTARBUCKS 

We Walk away from 
Starbucks and give local 
indie coffee culture around 
the world a boost 


TRUTH BOMBS 

ON ISRAELI TV 

We're gathering funds for 
а major meme offensive in 
Tel Aviv. 


Email kono@adbusters.org for more 


information on any of these projects, 


сштеҝ projects include: 


SPANISH EDITION 

OF ADBUSTERS 

We want to go bilingual and 
Bring the тете beyond 
the English world. We need 
$50,000 to make it happen 


KILLCAP. 

We're developing the next 
generation of political gam- 
ing. See what happens when 
one billion of us start living 
without dead time 


TRUTH BOMBS IN AMERICA 
Watch out for a series of cor- 
ner ads in the op-ed pages of 
the New York Times 


MEDIA CARTA 

LEGAL ACTION 

For over a decade Adbusters 
has been in Canadian courts. 
fighting a costly legal battle 
for media equity. Support our. 
legal fund and ensure victory 


Go to adbusters.org to Subsëtibe të 
‘our magazine and join Olır moverneiity 


PSYCHONOMICS/BIONOMIGS: 
Our book about the new 
science of economics will Be 
published by Seven Stories 
Press next Spring 


BLACKSPOT SHOES 

Check out our unswoosher 
experiment in grassroots сар- 
italism at blackspotshoes.org) 


YEAR END CELEBRATION 
Jammers in 60 countries will 
close out the year with Buy 
Nothing Day and Buy Nothing 
Christmas amidst a symphony. 
of pranks, shenanigans and 
carnivalesque rebellion: 


бо to adbustäts.org/donate or call Lauren at 
604-736-9401, and give us a boost by making 
a donation to Adbusters Media Foundation. 
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LEFTY ARGUMENTS ARE 
FRAUGHT WITH ASTERISKS, 
EXCEPTIONS, CAVEATS, 
CONSIDERATIONS, FOOTNOTES, 
EXCUSES AND PIE-IN-THE-SKY 
MORAL POSTURING CODED IN 
A LEXICON THAT MOST PEOPLE 
DON'T EVEN GET. 


FEAR OF 


The right meanwhile is able to stand 
hind simplistic, strong and wrong opti- 
mism, cloaking itself with the grace of God 
and good intentions. The left is caught na- 
vel-gazing and obsessing over whether or 
not their actions are philosophically cor- 
rect; stuttering, qualifiyng, apologizing, 
accommodating... whimpering along the 
way. The right meanwhile is going with its 
gut, shooting from the hip, smoking people 
out of thier caves, straight talking ... pick 
your conservative maxim. The reins of 
global power are in the hands of those who 





ble to symbolize a big idea, whatever 
Ät idea may be. The fortunes of the global 

left depend on whether or not they can take 

a stand on a big idea agai 

Hedges, Klein, Ranciëre, Bifo, have all hint- 






edat what the left has lost, but it’s Jonathan 
Franzen who hammers the point home: 


“Craving sex with her mate was one of the 
things (OK, the main thing) she'd given up 
in exchange for all the good things in their 
life together. Walter tried everything he 
could think of to make sex better for her 


ехсерї the one thing that might conceiv- 

ably have worked, which was to stop worry- 

ing about making it better for her and just 

end her over the kitchen table some night 

d have at her from behind. But the Walter 

who could have done this wouldn't have been 
Iter.” 


ju might be wondering what does this have 
do with the left? In asking, you, like me, 
ind maybe all of us, highlight a common af- 
fliction we suffer - the creeping truth that 
activism has become a mask for spiritu- 
al and character rot. That maybe we have. 
erected a progressive facade to cover the 
worst of denials, our animal. Sex has every- 
thing to do with the current state of things. 
It represents our most basic human desire 
and our most common trait of voluntary re- 
pression. If behind closed doors we cannot. 
be free, what possibility do we have of of- 
fering anything to our world? This doesn't 
mean that you need to be an S&M charac- 
ter in order to be progressive, but it shows 
the point that for a message to be genuine it. 
must come from a place of personal eman- 
cipation. Sincerity and liberation are ad- 
dictive. The most successful entities in апу 
society know this and use it to their advan- 
tage. Las Vegas was built upon the princi- 
ple that if you build it they will come. And 
they did, making a multibillion dollar oasis 
in the desert. Las Vegas tells no lies. There 
is no delusion in traveling to Nevada's deso- 
late plains and throwing your money away. 
You get what you pay for - a casino brothel 
under the baking sun. The sincerity is quan- 
tifiable. The potential for financial libera- 
tion, no matter how unlikely, is intoxicating. 
Likewise, if a movement has currency, sin- 
cerity, honesty and a hint of real liberation, 
people will come. Tahrir Square. London. 
Syria. Vancouver Stanley Cup riot. All sin- 
cere regardless of cause. 


Australian author and environmentalist 
Clive Hamilton has been arguing for the past. 
decade that the left has been floundering 
around like a bunch of whiny holier-than- 
thou beach bodies, screaming how to save 
the world without first having ensured that 
they too won't be sucked under the wave. 
The left make poor lifeguards is essential- 
ly what he means. They don't ensure their 
own safety - personal liberation - and are 
likely to be drowned by the victim they are 
trying to save - the converts. This is not an 
argument about hypocrisy, far from it. It isa 
psychological assessment of what Hamilton 


considers the savior complex endemic in 
the global left. A complex that has no cur- 
rency without corresponding personal sin- 
cerity. Do this. Do that. Don't consume that. 
Buy this. We'll fight the corporations. Lets 
fight the right-wingers. A better world is 
possible. A cacophony of soft maxims sup- 
ported by desperate bodies throwing their 
personal misgivings and unhappiness onto 
the altar of activism - the same impulse 
that drives entire populations into ethnic 
nationalism, religious conversion and other 
ubiquitous populist enterprises. 


A Christian missionary in Thailand once 
told me that Buddhists don't hear what you 
say, they hear what you do. The villagers ob- 
served him and his family closely, how they 
treated each other, noting expressions of 
love, equality, respect, humility and mod- 
esty. The most important quality of all to 
them, he said, was whether he had a spiri- 
tual revelation manifest in an outpouring 
of personal joy. This caused great concern 
to his colleagues and despite several years 
of effort, they converted no one. He and his 
missionary friends were gloomy and home- 
sick. They offered a new system to the Thai 
villagers, but not а new way of being. That is 
where, as Hamilton argues, the left is today. 
A system without soul. A people in denial. 
An obsession looking for a cause. A mass of 
people looking outward when they should 
be looking in. 


We have all seen it. Maybe we are even these 
archetypes ourselves. The close-minded 
open-minded person. Well versed in eman- 
cipation and cutting edge lefty rhetoric 
but altogether intolerable, anal, pedantic, 
arrogant, rude and fully convinced they 
know what is best for society. Or the ideal- 
ist who hops from cause to cause, virulent- 
ly condemning a belief they wholeheartedly 
embraced only a short time ago, trying to 
convert you to direct your energy toward 
the latest paradigm. Or the usual suspect 
protesters manifestinga collective opposi- 
tional defiance disorder against anything 
and anyone representing vague concepts 
of power. Their own lives might be in 
shambles, without spiritual relief, entire- 
ly unable to define their action beyond a 
sentence, but that does not matter to their 
leaders. What has become tantamount in 
activism today is collective, organized ac- 
tion, however weak, regardless of the moti- 
vation or the emotional/spiritual source of 
thataction. The left must have more to offer 





than this. It needs the righteous confidence 
ofthe right without the pride and arrogance. 
It needs the confidence of Evangelicals and 
the commitment of Islamists without the de- 
lusion and apologetics. It needs emancipa- 
tion. It needs a newfound spiritualism that. 
places a premium on personal enlighten- 
ment and monasticism. It needs, in a word, 
liberation. 


All the great religions talk about liberat- 
ing the self first and how only out of that 
emancipation can goodness flow. Defiled, 
this principle becomes the blasphemous 
health-and-wealth evangelical doctrines 
sweeping Nigeria, South Korea, Holland 
and the United States. Undefiled, it is the 
key that unlocks paradise. In the gospel of 
John, Christ encourages his disciples, say- 
ing people will know you are Christians by 
your love for one another. His early disci- 
ples were afraid and isolated, living under 
Rome's heavy hand. To make converts they 
had to show in their joy that the belief was 
worth emulating. In Islam, Jihad, the strug- 
gle against desire and sin within oneself, is 
the primary task of the spiritual journey. 
Observed as intended, Jihad goes hand in 
hand with the bigger idea that if everyone 
just focused on being a "good" Muslim, be- 
ing themselves, the law would wither away 
and society itself would become the creation 
of each inhabitants’ revelation. Buddhism's 
all-suffering-comes-from-desire equal- 
ly focuses on righting the self. Without en- 
lightenment, the Buddha insisted, one was 
destined to replicate the errors of the past 
regardless of the goodness of intentions. The 
Dalai Lama's modern musing, world peace 
through inner peace, is the greatest politi- 
cal assertion of this principle. 





A wedge has been driven between politics 
and personal emancipation. Activism has 
been drained of its mysticism and reduced 
to a sterile rational prop, a blank slate upon 
which protesters trace their wants and de- 
sires - demands impossible for even the 
most benevolent and wealthy state to de- 
liver. And despite its futile and Sisyphean 
character, this is still where the bulk of the. 
left in the West finds itself today. Infinite 
causes, grandiose ideals .. and miserable 
lives. Perhaps it is time to reverse the para- 
digm and reconsider what was thrown out 
with religion long ago - liberation of your 
animal soul. 


Darren Fleet 


NEXT YEAR 
нә JERUSALE 





IF THERE WAS A MOMENT 
DEFINING THE SHIFT IN 
ISRAEL'S STRATEGIC POSITION 
OVER THE PAST YEAR, IT 
OCCURRED IN SEPTEMBER 
WHEN THE ISRAELI EMBASSY 
IN CAIRO WAS OVERRUN BY 
HUNDREDS OF EGYPTIAN 
PROTESTERS, SOME ARMED 
WITH SLEDGEHAMMERS. A 
MILITARY PLANE, WAITING 
ACROSS TOWN, SMUGGLED 
THE AMBASSADOR AND HIS 
FAMILY BACK TO ISRAEL. 

It was not quite the fall of Saigon. But it in- 
dicated how in a few months Israel had gone 
from a state adept at shaping its regional envi- 
ronment о one increasingly buffeted by forces 
beyond its control. After decades of dictating 


toits Arab neighbors, Israel looked for the first 
time confused and vulnerable. 


The primary cause of Israel's discomfort is the 
Arab Spring, the tentative awakening of demo- 
cratic forces in the Middle East. After the fall. 
of dictators in Tunisia and Egypt, the region's 
autocrats have been forced for the first time to 
weigh the mood of their own peoples against. 
the threats emanating from Israel and its su- 
perpower backer, the United States. 


Nowhere is the change more obvious than in 
Israel's relations with the Palestinians. The 
past year has seen a dramatic reconfigura- 
tion of power between three elements of the 
Palestinian national movement. 


March saw a groundswell of popular activism 
in the occupied territories, especially among 
the youth, demanding unity from divided 
Palestinian leadership. The protests forced 
the two leading factions, Fatah and Hamas, 
into an uncomfortable reconciliation in ear- 
ly May. The incident indicated how quickly, 
in different circumstances, the gains from 
Israel's long-standing divide-and-rule policy 
might unravel. 





The point was reinforced by a brief revolt by 
Palestinian refugees in May, on the anniver- 
sary of the Nakba, or the catastrophe of 1948 
that came with the establishment of Israel on 
the Palestinian homeland. Hundreds of refu- 
gees stormed the border fences in Lebanon 
and Syria that for six decades served to bar 
them from reclaiming their family lands and 
homes. Israeli soldiers fired on the crowds, 
killing more than a dozen on that occasion, 
and at least another 20 in a repeat clash in the 
Golan Heights a few weeks later. 


The millions of refugees ~ the largest and po- 
tentially most significant constituency in the 
Palestinian national movement - have been 
effectively shut out of peace efforts for two 
decades. One of Israel’s major aims in ad- 
vancing the Oslo peace process was to side- 
line the refugees through the neutering of 
the PLO, which represents all Palestinians, 
and the promotion instead of the Palestinian 
Authority (PA), a weak government-in-wait- 
ing in the occupied territories that represents 
а minority of Palestinians. 





With the usual constraints imposed by their 
Arab regime hosts loosened by the Arab Spring, 
the refugees reminded Israel and the world that 
their silence could not be taken for granted. 


And then in late September, in a rare act of 
defiance against Israel and the US, Mahmoud 
Abbas, president of the PA, broke free of the 
confines of endless peace negotiations and 
applied for statehood at the United Nations. 


Promises by the US to block the application in 
the Security Council served only to underlin: 
Washington's duplicitous role as "honest broker: 








One should not be too wide-eyed about Abbas's 
role, He appeared to approach this new high- 
risk strategy with a heavy heart, aware that the 
РАЗ survival depends on US and Israeli sup- 
port. But with an electoral mandate well past 
its sell-by date and nothing to show for years 
of servile diplomacy, Abbas desperately need- 
ed to bolster his public standing. 


Whatever Abbas's motives, the move to the UN 
radically alters the parameters of the conflict. 
for both the Palestinians and Israelis, 


Israel has been only too happy to perform а 
pointless tango with the Palestinians on the dip- 
lomatic front while it encouraged its settlers to 
entrench their hold on the West Bank and East 
Jerusalem, gutting any chance of the Palestinian 
state that was ostensibly being negotiated. 


Now Abbas has called Israel's bluff, revealing 
Oslo to be nothing more than a stalling tactic. 
Israel and the US must quickly reinvent the 
peace process - or be exposed as charlatans. 
‘That will be no simple task. 


The Palestinian leadership meanwhile has set 
for itself a goal that it appears to have no power 
to realize. Achievements toward statehood will 
remain stuck at the symbolic level, with the in- 
frastructure of occupation still in place. The PA, 
already deeply compromised, has every incen- 
tive to conspire in the new charade being con- 
cocted by the Palestinians’ oppressors. 


Where Israel and the Palestinians head next 
will be determined equally by developments 
inside the Palestinian national movement and 
by the interests of the region’s main players. 


Soon to be shorn of the distracting illusion of 
statehood, the frustrated populations of the 
West Bank and Gaza, as well as the refugees 
outside the territories, may be expected to 
take firmer control of the liberation struggle. 
Israel is already braced for mass nonviolent 
demonstrations its security forces - armed 
for warfare - have no reasonable means to 
confront. The protests could rapidly escalate 
into an antiapartheid movement, one whose 








message is directed at an international com- 
munity exasperated with Israel. 





Similarly worrying for Israel is the threat that 
the Palestinian leadership, its legitimacy wan- 
ing, might unsheath its ultimate weapon - what 
Israelis term “lawfare,” or actively pursuing 
Israel for war crimes though global bodies such 
as the International Criminal Court. 



























Palestinian campaigns for legal redress and 
popular demonstrations of nonviolent resis- 
tance, as well as Israel's expected repressive 
responses, will occur in a region more actively 
supportive of the Palestinian cause than evera} 


‘The refusal by Israel and the US to concede a 
Palestinian state is infuriating the most pow- 
erful states in the Middle East, worried that * 
the festering Palestinian sore will only fu Irther 
inflame a region still reeling from the tremors чі 
of the Arab awakening. 


Saudi Arabia, the oil kingdom. c 
lous wealth has bought it significant sway 
with Washington, threw down the gauntlet dë 
in September, Prince Turki al-Faisal, former 
head of the Saudi intelligence services, wrote a 
scathing op-ed in the New York Times warning 
that a US veto on Palestinian statehood wollld 
end the “special relationship” and make the 
US “toxi in the Arab world. 


Egypt, the mightiest Arab state, has startg 
to undermine Israel's blockade of Gaza and 
threatening to renegotiate the two countri 
1979 peace agreement. In October, in a si 
of a new independence to its foreign рон 
Cairo began air patrols over the Sinai witho 


Israel's consent. 





Likewise Turkey, traditionally a key mili- 
tary ally in the Middle East, has very public- | 
ly fallen out with Israel over its killing of nine 
Turkish civilians aboard an aid flotilla to СЯ 

in May 2010. Turkey’s prime minister, Recep 
Erdogan, traveled to Egypt in September to 
underscore the interests shared by the two 
countries in isolating Israel. 


a way out ке box. In recenti 

batch of outgoing security chiefs, Її 

Mossad's Meir Dagan, have publicly 
that prime minister Benjamin Neta 
By making common cause against Israel along ^ his defense minister, Ehud Baral 
with Israel's main regional foe, Iran, Cairo and 
Ankara hope to push Israel into making major Ыт 
concessions toward ће Palestinians. ^ Journalism in 2014; 











Capitalism burns all around us, 
leaving behind the debris of a 
bankrupt financial and political 
system. The illusion of limitless 
economic growth and the endless 
utopia of consumption have 

been forever shattered. Now 
governments have only austerity 
and hard times to offer us. Yet 
their assurances are wearing 

thin. Our political and economic 
masters know that people no 
longer believe in them, and behind 
the calm visage of power there 

is fear, fear of the specter of 
insurrection, the old fear that has 
haunted the imagination of every 
regime. Doesn't everything from 
the statements of politicians to the 
market predictions of economic 
gurus, to celebrity reality shows- 
now have a slight air of desperation, 
as if the entire spectacular- 
capitalist system (a system which 
in any case no longer even believes 
in itself and probably never did) is 
terrified lest it reveal the nihilism 
behind its facade? 


This is a year of insurrections, from the 
streets of Cairo, Tunis and Benghazi, to 
the squares of Athens, Madrid and Wall 
Street. Miraculously, ordinary people gath- 
егей in public places - reclaiming these as 
public spaces - without authorization and 
without official representation. In some 
cases, they brought down governments, 
and in others they exerted a new kind of 
mass pressure on obsolete political sys- 
tems that no longer even pretended to rep- 
resent them. Revealed in the autonomous 
zones of Tahrir and Syntagma squares was 
the absolute abyss between people and the 
formal mechanisms of state power. In the 
people's gesture of refusal, a new political 
space opened up, one whose consequences 
по опе could determine in advance. The sig- 
nificance of these movements and occupa- 
tions lay not so much in their achievement 
of concrete goals, but in their embodiment 
of a new collective political life, a form 
of politics that rejected representation 
through the tired old channels of political 
parties. The cry of the indignados in Spain 
was "You do not represent us!" - which can 
be understood both as a complaint against 
the lack of representation and as the desire 
to break with representation altogether and 
to act for themselves. 








One of the lessons from these insurrec- 
tions - and there are many - із that there is 
now no longer any difference between for- 
mal democracy and dictatorship; it's sim- 
ply a matter of degrees of repression. The 
power of the police, whose ghostly pres- 
ence in the life of democratic states Walter 
Benjamin saw as devastating, is felt ev- 
erywhere. What is the difference between 
Mubarak's or Assad's attempts to shut 
down social networking sites in Egypt and 
Syria, and Cameron's threat to do the same 
inthe UK? 


And what is democracy in any case but a 
system that encourages a mass content- 
ment with powerlessness, a collective vol- 
untary servitude legitimated by the purely 


symbolic ritual of voting? The recent insur- 
rections should be seen as being more than 
just about democracy, which in any case is 
now such an ambiguous term. Rather they 
were a collective form of voluntary inservi- 
tude. They were the realization that every 
system of power is ultimately fragile and 
dependent on the alienation and relinquish- 
ment of our power. 


Italk of insurrection but not revolution. The 
revolution overthrows one regime of power 
only to replace it with another; the insur- 
rection suspends power altogether, resisting 
its own institutionalization. Perhaps Max 
Stirner put it best: “It [the insurrection] is 
not a fight against the established, since, if 
it prospers, the established collapses of it- 
self; it is only a working forth of me out of 
the established.” 





A working forth of ourselves out of the es- 
tablished is the necessary threshold that any 
radical politics must pass through. It is the 
micro-political terrain upon which the in- 
surrection takes place, at once ethical, psy- 
chological and spiritual, at once individual 
and collective. It involves an interrogation 
of one's desires and attachments to power, 
as well as a transformation of one's relation 
to others. 








What made the recent riots in the UK seem 
different from the insurrections elsewhere 
was that they lacked this ethical (as well as 
political) dimension and were character- 
ized by the worst kinds ої incivility. I ат 
not talking here about the defilement of the 
idols of property, which we should have no 
respect for. But what strikes us about the ri- 
oters was not their disrespect for the com- 
modity but their absolute reverence for 
it - ай that rebellious energy squandered 
on the desire for some silly designer label! 
What better example of what Stirner calls 
possessedness - where one becomes pos- 
sessed by the thing, the object one desires to 
possess? The riots and looting were the ulti- 
mate expression of the fetishistic excesses of 


consumer society, and were thus thorough- 
ly internal to it - ав well as being internal 
to the binary of law-and-order/criminality. 
The problem with the riots was not that they 
were too transgressive but that they were 
not transgressive enough - they did not sig- 
nify any kind of break with the religion of 
consumerism. 


In the wake of the riots, the old bogeyman 
of anarchy loomed up again, authorizing a 
further intensification of police power. But 
anarchism - as a mode of politics and an ex- 
pression of a free, ethical life - has little in 


common with this sort of quasi-religious 
spectacle of violence. Rather, anarchism 
involves a certain ethical discipline. Yet 
this is a self-imposed discipline of indisci- 
pline, or what Foucault calls willful indo- 
cility. Obedience, as La Boëtie recognized 
long ago, comes easily to us - it is habitu- 
al. And so we must become disciplined into 
becoming undiseiplined; we must become 
the ascetics of freedom. We must acquire, 
as Georges Sorel put it, "habits of liberty." 


Anarchism, or as I prefer to call it, postan- 
archism, is more than a political ideology. 





Itis the ethico-political horizon today of al 
radical politics. The desire for an autonom; 
that can only be realized associatively anc 
the emergence of movements that do not sc 
much protest against the misery of our live: 
but joyously affirm the possibility of a rad 
ically different life are the unmistakabl 
signs of the deepening of this horizon. 


| Newman is a political philosopher and 
al Theory at Goldsmiths 
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Slavoj Zizek 


WHAT IS 


SIM HLE 


WE ARE LIVING THROUGH 

А DRAMATIC AND EVER- 
WIDENING SEPARATION 
BETWEEN NORMAL STATE 
POLITICS AND POWER. MANY 
CITIZENS STILL BELIEVE 
THAT STATE POLITICS HAS 
POWER. THEY BELIEVE THAT 
GOVERNMENTS, ELECTED 
THROUGH A PARLIAMENTARY 
SYSTEM, REPRESENT THE 
INTERESTS OF THOSE WHO 
ELECT THEM AND THAT 
GOVERNMENTS HAVE THE 
POWER TO CREATE EFFECTIVE, 
PROGRESSIVE CHANGE. BUT 
THEY DON'T AND THEY CAN'T. 


We do not live in democracies. We inhabit 
plutocracies: government by the rich. The 
corporate elites have overwhelming eco- 
nomic power with no political accountabil- 
ity. In the past decades, with the complicity 
and connivance of the political class, the 
Western world has become a kind of college 
of corporations linked together by money 
and serving only the interests of their busi- 
ness leaders and shareholders. 


‘This situation has led to the disgusting and 
ever-growing gulf that separates the super- 
rich from the rest of us. State politics in the 
West in the past four decades has become a 


machine for the creation of gross inequal- 
ity whose patina is an ideology of ever-more 
vapid narcissism, As the Eurozone crisis el- 
oquently shows, state politics in the West 
simply exists to serve the interests of cap- 
ital in the form of international finance, 
which exerts a human cost that Marx could 
never have imagined in his wildest dreams, 
Мо matter how much people suffer and pro- 
test in the street, it is said, we must not up- 
set the bankers. Who knows, our credit 
rating might drop. 


It is time to take politics back from the po- 
litical class through confrontation with the 
power of finance capital. What is so inspir- 
ing about the various social movements 
that we all too glibly call the Arab Spring, 
is their courageous determination to ге- 
claim autonomy and political self-deter- 
mination. The demands of the protesters in 
Tahrir Square and elsewhere are actually 
very classical: they refuse to live in author- 
itarian dictatorships propped up to serve 
the interests of Western capital, corpora- 
tions and corrupt local elites. They want to 
reclaim ownership of the means of produc- 
tion, for example through the nationaliza- 
tion of major state industries. 


The various movements in North Africa 
and the Middle East - and one is simply full 
of admiration for their individual and col- 
lective courage and peaceful persistence - 
aim at one thing: autonomy. They demand 
collective ownership of the places where 
one lives, works, thinks and plays. Let's be 
clear: it is not just democracy that is being 
demanded all across the Arab world; it is 
socialism. And the tactics that have been 
developed to bring it about are anarchist. 


There is a deeply patronizing view of these 
protests - common among Western poli- 
ticians and their intellectual epigones - 
namely that they want what we have: the 
liberal democracy and neoliberal econom- 
ics ofour fine regimes. On the contrary, the 


ORMAL? 


movements in North Africa and the Middle 
East should be held up as a shining example 
for European and North American societies 
of what suddenly seems not only possible, 
but increasingly probable: that another way 
of conceiving and practicing social relations 
is not just possible, it is practicable. 


Politicians in the West should be scared, 
very scared. The clock is running down, 
What we see emerging across our societies 
with increasing boldness, coherence and 
clarity are movements that refuse the sep- 
aration of politics and power and who want 
to take power back through the invention of 
new forms of political activism. 


It is in this spirit that I'd like to celebrate 
and congratulate the protesters in the Wall 
Street occupations and their followers all 
around the world. 


We should not predict the future, but I think 
we are entering into a period of increasing- 
ly massive social dislocations and disorder 
which harbors within it countless risks, di- 
alectical inversions, defeats, dangers, false 
dawns and fake defeats. But I think we are 
all coming to the powerful and simple real- 
ization that human beings acting peaceful- 
ly together in concert can do anything- and 
nothing can stop them. 


Somethingis happening. Something із shift- 
ing in the relations between politics and 
power. We don't know where it will lead, but 
the four-decade ideological consensus that 
has simply allowed the creation of grotesque 
inequality has broken down, and anything 
and everything is suddenly possible. What 
we require пом is solidarity, persistence and 
the endlessly surprising power of the politi- 
cal imagination. 


anarchism, 
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SOME OF THE MOST INSPIRING 
SOCIAL STRUGGLES OF 2011 
HAVE PLACED DEMOCRACY AT 
THE TOP OF THE AGENDA. 


Although they emerge from very different con- 
ditions, these movements - from the insurrec- 
tions of the Arab Spring to the union battles in 
Wisconsin, from the student protests in Chile 
to those in the US and Europe, from the UK 
riots to the occupations of the Spanish indig- 
nados and the Greeks in Syntagma Square, and 
from Occupy Wall Street to the innumerable 
local forms of refusal across the world - share, 
first of all, a negative demand: Enough with 
the structures of neoliberalism! This common 
cry is not only an economic protest but also 
immediately a political one, against the false 
claims of representation. Neither Mubarak 
and Ben Ali nor Wall Street bankers, neither 
media elites nor even presidents, governors, 
members of parliament, and other elect- 
ed officials - none of them represent us. The 
extraordinary force of refusal is very impor- 
tant, of course, but we should be careful not 
to lose track in the din of the demonstrations 
and conflicts of a central element that goes 
beyond protest and resistance. These move- 
ments also share the aspiration for a new kind 
of democracy, expressed in tentative and un- 
certain voices in some cases but explicitly and 
forcefully in others. The development of this 
aspiration is one of the threads we are most 
anxious to follow in 2012, 





One source of antagonism that all of these 
movements will have to confront, even those. 
that have just toppled dictators, is the insuf- 
ficiency of modern democratic constitutions, 
particularly their regimes of labor, property, 
and representation. In these constitutions, 
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first of all, waged labor is key to having access 
to income and the basic rights of citizenship, 
arelationship that has long functioned poor- 
ly for those outside the regular labor market, 
including the poor, the unemployed, unwaged 
female workers, immigrants, and others, but 
today all forms of labor are ever more pre- 
carious and insecure. Labor continues to be 
the source of wealth in capitalist society, of 
course, but increasingly outside the relation- 
ship with capital and often outside the stable 
wage relation. As a result, our social consti- 
tution continues to require waged labor for 
full rights and access in a society where such 
labor is less and less available. 


Private property is a second fundamental pil- 
larofthe democratic constitutions, and social 
movements today contest not only national 
and global regimes of neoliberal governance 
but also the rule of property more general- 
ly. Property not only maintains social di- 
visions and hierarchies but also generates 
some of the most powerful bonds (often per- 
verse connections) that we share with each 
other and our societies. And yet contempo- 
rary social and economic production has an 
increasingly common character, which defies 
and exceeds the bounds of property. Capital's 
ability to generate profit is declining since it 
is losing its entrepreneurial capacity and its 
power to administer social discipline and co- 
operation. Instead capital increasingly асси- 
mulates wealth primarily via forms of rent, 
most often organized through financial in- 
struments, through which it captures value 
that is produced socially and relatively іпде- 
pendent of its power. But every instance of 
private accumulation reduces the power and 
productivity of the common. Private property 
is thus becoming ever more not only a para- 
site but also an obstacle to social production 
and social welfare. 





Finally, a third pillar of democratic constitı 
tions, and object of increasing antagonism, : 
we said earlier, rests on the systems of repr 
sentation and their false claims to establis 
democratic governance. Putting an end to th 
power of professional political represents 
tives is one of the few slogans from the socia 
ist tradition that we can affirm wholehearted 
in our contemporary condition. Profession: 
politicians, along with corporate leaders an 
the media elite, operate only the weakest во! 
of representative function, The problem is nc 
so much that politicians are corrupt (althoug 
in many cases this is also true) but rather the 
the constitutional structure isolates the mecl 
anisms of political decision-making from th 
powers and desires of the multitude. Any re: 
process of democratization in our societie 
has to attack the lack of representation an 


the false pretenses of representation at th 
core of the constitution. 


Recognizing the rationality and necessity с 
revolt along these three axes and many oth 
ers, which animate many struggles today, 
however, really only the first step, the poin 
of departure. The heat of indignation and th 
spontaneity of revolt have to be organized i 
order to last over time and to construct ne 
forms of life, alternative social formation: 





THE SECRETS TO THIS NEXT 
STEP ARE AS RARE AS THEY 
ARE PRECIOUS. 


On the economic terrain we need to discov 
er new social technologies for freely produc 
ing in common and for equitably distributin 
shared wealth. How can our productive ener 
gies and desires be engaged and increased ir 


an economy not founded on private property? 
How can welfare and basic social resources be 
provided to all in a social structure not regu- 
lated and dominated by state property? We 
must construct the relations of production 
and exchange as well as the structures of so- 
cial welfare that are composed of and adequate 
to the common. 


The challenges on the political terrain are 
equally thorny. Some of the most inspiring 
and innovative events and revolts in the last 
decade have radicalized democratic thinking 
and practice by occupying and organizing a 
space, such аз а public square, with open, par- 
ticipatory structures or assemblies, maintain- 
ing these new democratic forms for weeks or 
months. Indeed the internal organization of 
the movements themselves has been constant- 
ly subjected to processes of democratization, 
striving to create horizontal participatory 
network structures. The revolts against the 
dominant political system, its professional 
politicians, and its illegitimate structures of 
representation are thus not aimed at restoring 
some imagined legitimate representational 
system of the past but rather at experimenting 
with new democratic forms of expression: de- 
mocracia real ya. How can we transform indig- 
nation and rebellion into a lasting constituent 
an experiments in democracy 
become a constituent power, not only democ- 
ratizinga public square or a neighborhood but 
also inventing an alternative society that is re- 


ally democratic? 
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“To confront these issues, we, along with many 
others, have proposed possible initial steps, 
such as establishing а guaranteed income, the 
right to global citizenship, and a process of 
the democratic reappropriation of the com- 
mon. But we are under no illusion that we 
have all the answers. Instead we are encour- 
aged by the fact that we are not alone asking 


the questions. We are confident, in fact, that 
those who are dissatisfied with the life of- 
fered by our contemporary neoliberal soci- 
ety, indignant about its injustices, rebel 
against its powers of command and exploi 
tation, and yearning for an alternative dem- 
ocratic form of life based on the common 
wealth we share - they, by posing these ques 
tions and pursuing their desires, will invent 
new solutions we cannot yet even imagine. 
Those are some of our best wishes for 2012. 












Michael Hardt is an Ameri 
d literary theorist. Antonio Ме Malian 
Marxist philosopher. In the lale 1970s № 

¢ the mastermind behind t 
terrorist group the Red Br 
France where he taught in Pi 












was ac 
win 
ated to 










iles, Neri emigi 
long with Jaeques 
llos Deleuze. Hardt 
1 four important eritiques o 
ion: Labor of Dionysu 
чт (1994), Empire (2000). 
4 Commonwealth (2009). Thes 
Му pr 
г example, 
vewritin 
sto for our time" by the Lave 


















te сари 
A Critique of the Š 
Multitude (2004) а 
is have bee 














ul by contempo: 
ак been 
The Comn 
philosopher 









Slavoj Žižek. 


LOST MY JOB, 
FOUND AN 
OCCUPATION. 


x} 








THE WORLD 
ION OF 





PERHAPS THE GREATEST 
WORLD HISTORIAN 

ALIVE TODAY, IMMANUEL 
WALLERSTEIN, HAS ARGUED 
THAT SINCE 1789 ALL MAJOR 
REVOLUTIONS HAVE REALLY 
BEEN WORLD REVOLUTIONS. 


The French revolution might have appeared 
to only take place in one country, but really it 
quickly transformed the entire North Atlantic 
world so profoundly that a mere 20 years lat- 
er, ideas that had previously been considered 
lunatic fringe - that social change was good, 
that governments existed to manage social 
change, that governments drew their legitima- 
cy from an entity known as the people - had 
been propelled so deeply into common sense 
that even the stodgiest conservative had to at 
least pay lip service to them. In 1848 revolu- 
tions broke out almost simultaneously in 50 
different countries from Wallachia to Brazil. 
In no country did the revolutionaries succeed 
in taking power, but afterwards, institutions 
inspired by the French revolution - universal 
education systems, for instance - were created 
pretty much everywhere. 





We see the same pattern recurin the 20th cen- 
tury. The “ten days that shook the world" in 
1917 took place in Russia, where revolution- 
aries did manage to seize state power, but 
what Wallerstein calls the "world revolution 
of 1968" was more like 1848: it rippled from 
China to Czechoslovakia to France to Mexico, 
took power nowhere, but nonetheless began а 


broad transformation in our sense of what a 
revolution might even mean. 


Ina way, though, the 20th-century sequence 
was very different because '68 didn't con- 
solidate the gains of 1917 - in fact it marked 
the first significant move in the opposite di- 
rection. The Russian revolution of course 
represented the ultimate apotheosis of the 
Jacobin ideal of transforming society from 
above. The world revolution of 1968 was more 
anarchist in spirit. There's a strange para- 
dox here since by the late "605 anarchism it- 
self had largely disappeared as a mass social 
movement. Yet its spirit pervaded everything: 
the revolt against bureaucratic conformity, 
the rejection of party politics, the dedica- 
tion to the creation of a new, liberatory cul- 
ture that would allow for genuine individual 
self-realization. 





The most profound and enduring legacy of 
the world revolution of'68 was modern fem- 
inism. And it was only through the impera- 
tives and sensibilities introduced by radical 
feminism, the nonhierarchical conscious- 
ness-raising circles, the emergence of con- 
sensus process, the emphasis on smoking 
out every form of inequality, no matter how 
deeply embedded in our everyday existence, 
that Anarchism - as a social movement - it- 
self began to take form once again. 


In recent years we have seen a kind of contin- 
val series of tiny '68s. The uprisings against 
state socialism that began in Tiananmen 
Square and culminated in the collapse of 
the Soviet Union began that way, though 
they were quickly diverted into the culmi- 
nation of that capitalist recuperation of the 
spirit of '605 rebellion that has come to be 
known as "neoliberalism." After the Zapatista 
world revolution - they called it the Fourth 
World War - began in '94, such mini-"68s 
began happening so thick and fast the pro- 
cess almost seemed to have become institu- 
tionalized: Seattle, Genoa, Cancun, Quebec, 
Hong Kong ... And insofar as it was indeed 


institutionalized, by global networks the 
Zapatistas had helped set up, it was on the ba- 
sis of a kind of small-a anarchism based on 
principles of decentralized direct democra- 
cy and direct action. The prospect of facing a 
genuine global democratic movement seems 
to have so frightened the US authorities, in 
particular, that they went into veritable pan- 
ic mode. There is of course a traditional anti- 
dote to the threat of mass mobilization from 
below. You start a war. It doesn't really mat- 
ter who the war is against. The point is just 
to have one; preferably, on as wide a scale as 
possible. In this case the US government had 
the extraordinary advantage of a genuine pre- 
text -a ragtag crew of hitherto largely inef- 
fective right-wing Islamists who, for once in 
history, had attempted a wildly ambitious ter- 
rorist scheme and actually pulled it off, Rather 
than simply track down those responsible, the 
US began throwing billions of dollars of arma- 
ment at anything in sight. Ten years later, the 
resulting paroxysm of imperial overstretch ap- 
pears to have undermined the very basis of the 
American Empire. What we are now witness- 
ingis the process of that empire's collapse. 


It only makes sense then that the World 
Revolution of 2011 should have begun as a re- 
bellion against US client states, in much the 
same way as the rebellions that brought down 
Soviet power began in places like Poland and 
Czechoslovakia. The wave of rebellion soon 
spread across the Mediterranean from North 
Africa to Southern Europe, and then, much 
more uncertainly at first, across the Atlantic to 
New York. But once it had, in a matter of weeks 
it had exploded everywhere. At this point it's 
extremely difficult to predict how far all this 
will ultimately go. Truly historical events, af- 
terall, consist of precisely those moments that 
could not have been predicted beforehand. 
Could we be in the presence of a fundamental 
shift like 1789 —a shift not only in global power 
relations but in our elementary political com- 
mon sense? It's impossible to say, but there are 
reasons to be optimistic. 


Let me end by listing three: 





First, in no previous world revolution has 
the main center of mobilization be 
the imperial center itself. С 
the great imperial power of the 10th cen- 
tury, was barely affected by the uprisi 
of 1789 and 1848. In the same way, the US 
remained largely immune from the great 
revolutionary moments of the 20th centu- 
гу. The decisive street battles typically hap- 
pen not in the imperial center, nor in the 
super-exploited margins, but in what might 
be termed the second tier: not London but 
Paris, not Berlin but St. Petersburg. The 
2011 revolution started according to that 
familiar pattern, but it has actually spread 
to the imperial center itself. If this is sus- 
tained, it will be quite unprecedented 
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Also, this time the power elite can't start 
a war. They already tried that, They're ba- 
sically out of cards to play in this respect. 
This makes an enormous difference. 











tly, the spread of feminist and anarchist 
has opened up the possibility 
I transformation. Here 
is the big question: С ate a genu- 
inely democratic culture? Can we change 
our fundamental conceptions of what poli- 
tics must necessarily be like? For me, the 
image of middle-aged white guys in suits, in 
places like Denver or Minneapolis, patient- 
ly learning consensus process from pa- 
gan priestesses or members of groups like 
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Anarchist People of Color so as to take part 
in their local General Assemblies (and there. 
are... it’s true! I've heard reports) may well 
be the single most dramatic image to have 
come out of the Occupy movement so far. 





Of course this could be the first moment in yet 
another round of recuperation and defeat. But if 
wearewitnessinganother 1789, а moment where 
our most basic assumptions about polities, eco- 
г society, are about to be transformed-this 
isprecisely howit would have to begin. 








nomi 






professor and anarchist 
called “the bes 
theorist of his generation.” He 
WALLSTREET on the ground in New York. 
000 Yeu 





ped organize 














LIFE UNDER CAPITALISM 
IS A SPIRITUAL BATTLE TO 

KEEP FEELING SOMETHING, 
TO STAY IN THE EMOTIONAL 
GAME, TO HANG ONTO YOUR 
EMOTIONAL HEARTLAND 
AS A FULLY FUNCTIONAL. 
HUMAN BEING. 
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LONG RIGHT OF 
THE LEFT IS DRAW 


JESSICA WHYTE ON 
PHILOSOPHY AND THE 
IDEA OF COMMUNISM 


In 2010, Slavoj Zizek, whom the New Republic 
once dubbed the most dangerous philoso- 
pher in the West, gave a public lecture at the 
London School of Economics on the necessity 
of communism. 


The audience at this elite university over- 
flowed the auditorium into a nearby room, 
watching through a video link. At one point, 
the evening’s host, the international relations 
theorist David Held (also the PhD advisor to 
the son of Muammar байдай), looked visibly 
agitated and managed to interrupt ек - it- 
self something of a rare achievement. 


“You use the word “we,” Held interrogated. 
“Who is this we, the royal ‘we’?” 


‘The audience laughed, perhaps anticipating 
‘Zizek's reply. Because he is renowned for ex- 
plaining everything from global geopolitics 
to Lacanian psychoanalysis by telling dirty 
jokes, Zizek attracts audiences that laugh up- 
roariously as he begins to speak (whatever the 
topic), making him perhaps the only person 
capable of turning Hegel’s Phenomenology of 
Spirit into stand-up comedy. 


On this occasion, though, Zizek's response was 
serious. In speaking of a communist “we,” he 
explained, he was not evoking an already ex- 
isting political subject, let alone an inherent- 
ly revolutionary sociological class. Rather, 
the use of “we” could best be understood as a 
speech act or a performative utterance - that 
is, as one of those utterances identified by the 
philosopher of language JL Austin that do 
not describe an existing reality but instead 
produce a new one, Just as statements like “I 
do" or “You’re fired!" are themselves actions, 
transforming rather than describing a situa- 
tion, ZiZek said he hoped the act of evoking a 
communist “we” would contribute to bringing 
acollective subject into existence. 


People around me chuckled, and riotous 
laughter from the main auditorium blasted 
over the,video. 


nl earlier I 0. 
ар, have been warranted. Yet, having just 


arrived from the Berlin Communism confer- 
ence, the third in a series of conferences on 
The Idea of Communism that ZiZek and the 
French philosopher Alain Badiou had initiat- 
ed over the past two years, the Slovenian phi- 
losopher had reason to believe that his speech 
acts were indeed felicitous. 


In 2009, the first conference in London at- 
tracted more than a thousand people who lis- 
tened to many of the world’s most important 
living philosophers declare, as Badiou put it, 
“that the word ‘communism’ can and must 
now acquire a positive value once more.” 


Among the speakers were thinkers from di- 
verse traditions who had contributed to keep- 
ing the idea of communism alive, as well as 
younger thinkers who have helped to re- 
vive it more recently. Along with Zizek and 
Badiou, a former Maoist, speakers included 
the former Althusserian Jacques Ranciére; 
Michael Hardt and Antonio Negri, authors 
of the bestselling Empire; Terry Eagleton, 
the English cultural critic; as well as Judith 
Balso, Alessandro Russo, Gianni Vattimo, 
Bruno Bosteels, Peter Hallward and Alberto 
Toscano, 





The event's success was unexpected even 
for those who initiated it. When the orga- 
nizers began planning, they booked a room 
for 180 people. Once registrations opened, 
they changed the room twice and ultimately 
moved the conference to an auditorium that 
held 900. Even so, an adjacent spillover room 
with a video link attracted 300 more over the 
course of the three-day event. Subsequent 
conferences in Paris and Berlin also drew 
large audiences, primarily young people. 


On the surface such a phenomenon is per- 
plexing. Is communism not the name for an 
enormous crime, for the Gulag Archipelago 
and for totalitarian states? Did it not fail, 
both economically and politically? Didn’t 
people risk their lives to escape communism? 
Is "communist" not, moreover, the name for 
the party that still rules over the world's most 
populows country - a country that is both 


CLOS 
Ject to the dictates of neoliberal capitalism? 


Such has been the hegemonic view for the past 
three decades, 


What Badiou terms the period of “restoration” 
began in the mid-1970s with the decline of na- 
tional liberation struggles, youth movements 
and factory revolts, The ebbing of these strug- 
gles, he argues, ushered in a “bitter period of 
betrayal” in which former activists rallied to 
parliamentary politics and submitted to glob- 
al capitalism. It was an era characterized by 
critiques of totalitarianism, praise for human 
rights and apparently humanitarian (but in 
reality, imperialist) “interventions” and ca- 
pitulations to the power of the United States. 


For three decades, Badiou wrote, the word 
“communism” was either forgotten or taken 
to signify a criminal enterprise. In contrast, 
he describes his own trajectory as a refusal to 
yield to this counterrevolutionary betrayal. 
For Badiou, who constantly affirms his own 
fidelity to the events of May '68 and the revo- 
lutionary Marxist heritage, the very impetus 
for philosophy comes from the attempt to un- 
derstand "how and why many of his genera- 
tional peers could betray their revolutionary 
convictions." 


"Toward the end of his life Michel Foucault 
noted in the midst of a discussion of revolu- 
tionary subjectivity and the idea of "convert- 
ing to the revolution," that in the "somewhat 
bland experience of our immediate contem- 
poraries - we only convert to renunciation of 
revolution." Implicitly addressing those for- 
mer Maoists with whom he was then closely 
aligned, Foucault suggested that the "great 
converts today are those who no longer believe 
in the revolution." 


ONFAILURE 


Inhisshortbook The Communist Hypothesis, 
Badiou argues that today all that remains of 
the ideological machinery of freedom, human 
rights and Western values із a simple, negative 
statement: communism failed. The labors of 
the capitalist philosophers, he says, amount 
to little more than the assertion that there 
is no choice but to consent to the capitalist, 





parliamentary present. But what "exactly do 
we mean by “failure” when we refer to а his- 
torical sequence that experimented with one 
ог another form of the communist hypoth- 
esis?” he asks, When we say that the social- 
ist experiments failed - and Badiou does not 
dispute this proposition - do we mean that 
the communist hypothesis and the horizon of 
emancipation to which it gestured should be 
abandoned? Or do we mean that they failed 
because they took a wrong path, because they 
failed to respond to the initial problem in the 
right way? 





The failures of previous attempts to realize 
communism, Badiou suggests, must be treat- 
ed as stages in the realization of the idea. For 
him, as for the other philosophers at the com- 
munism conferences, the problems that gave 
rise to this idea have, if anything, become 
more acute. Here Badiou compares the history 
of attempts to realize the idea of communism 
with the history of efforts to resolve a math- 
ematical problem, Fermat's theorem, for in- 
stance, was solved only recently after 300 
years of failed attempts. Referring to those 
New Philosophers who authorise their con- 
demnations of communism through reference 
tothe briefand loose communist affiliations of 
their youth, he notes that no one would take 
very seriously a mathematician who failed to 
solve problem in his early twenties and used 
that as evidence that the problem itself no lon- 
ger exists. 


But would it not be better to give up on the 
name, to find another name less compromised, 
one with a less tragic history? If we accept that 
the model of state socialism called “commu- 
nism” is not a model we would want to see re- 
vived, should we not give up on the very label 
“communism”? To do so, Michael Hardt ar- 
gued at the London conference, would be to 
leave behind the long history of “struggles, 
dreams and aspirations” that are tied to it. 


In a similar vein, Badiou argues that the 
communist hypothesis is not confined to its 
Leninist sequence but has existed since the 
beginning of the state, since the moment that 
mass action began to oppose state coercion in 
the name of egalitarian justice, from the slave 
revolt led Бу Spartacus to the Paris Commune. 
Here Badiou follows Marx, who wrote after 
the brutal suppression of the Commune and 
the massacre of tens of thousands of revolu- 
tionary workers that “the principles of the 
Commune are eternal and indestructible; they 
will present themselves again and again until 
the working class is liberated.” 


At the London communism conference, Zizek 
addressed the question of failure by quot- 
ing a passage from Lenin's “On Ascending a 


High Mountain.” Dating from just after the 
introduction of the New Economic Policy of 
1922, the text concerns the need to avoid de- 
spondency in the face of that retreat from 
the abolition of market relations and private 


property. Using the metaphor of а climber . 


forced to descend to the valley after a first 
failed attempt, Lenin writes of both the 
“malicious joy” of those who hope to see the 
climber fall, and of those who conceal their 
glee, remarking that, they too would like to 
see the mountain scaled, but had warned that 
now was not the right time, that the condi- 
tions were not right and that scaling the 
mountain prematurely risked a failure that 
would discredit the great plan to climb the 
mountain in good time, 


“Those communists are doomed,” Lenin 
writes, who believe that it is possible to pro- 
ceed without retreats and alterations of the 
course. “Communists who have no illusions,” 
he says, “who do not give way to despondency, 
and who preserve their strength and flexibili- 
ty ‘to begin from the beginning’ over and over 
again in approaching an extremely difficult 
task, are not doomed (and in all probability 
will not perish)” 


Fail again, fail better, as Samuel Beckett 
would say. 


То begin from the beginning, Zizek argued, 
cannot mean simply holding ground, or re- 
turning to a previous point of strength. 
Rather, as Lenin said, it means forging а path 
with “no vehicle, no road, absolutely nothing 
that had been tested beforehand.” It is nec- 
essary, Zizek says, to return to the valley, to 
rethink all assumptions, to begin again from 
the very beginning, 


In The Communist Hypothesis, which was 
published in 2010, Badiou argued that a key 
source of the crisis of Western democracy is 
that “it is less and less capable of corrupting 
its local clientele and buying off the ferocious 
regimes of the Mubaraks and Musharrafs 
who are responsible for keeping watch on the 
flocks of the poor.” Within a year, Mubarak 
was gone and uprisings across the Middle 
East and North Africa had profoundly trans- 
formed the face of global political possibil- 
ity. For Badiou, echoing Marx’s much-cited 
definition of communism as the “real move- 
ment that abolishes the present state of 
things,” these movements reveal, in its pur- 
est form since the Paris Commune, “а com- 
munism of movement.” But in what sense is 
it meaningful to speak of the Arab Spring as 
communist? 


Badiou's point is not that the partici- 
pants in these uprisings are subjectively 


communists - indeed, after decades of suc- 
cessful annihilation of the left across the 
Middle East, this would hardly be expected. 
Rather the point is that a successful popular 
uprising points toward the horizon designat- 
ed by Marxas the withering of the state, open- 
ing up a realm of non-state political action in 
which that elusive figure “the people” comes 
into being. 


“Communism”, Badiou writes, “here means: a 
common creation ofa collective destiny.” Such 
acommon, he argues, is generic, representing 
humanity as a whole, and capable of overcom- 
ing statist contradictions between substan- 
tive identities. When female doctors from the 
provinces sleep peacefully in the middle of a 
circle of young men, when а row of Christians 
keeps watch over Muslims at prayer, when a 
group of engineers entreats young suburban- 
ites to hold firm, these situations and inven- 
tions, he suggests, constitute the communism 
of movement. 


The events in the Middle East, for Badiou, 
have created not а new reality, but myriad pos- 
sibilities for the world as a whole, and refuted 
the belief that all that is possible in politics is 
to choose between parliamentary represen- 
tatives. Rather than lecturing the movements 
about democracy, he argues, we should be 
their students, heeding their lesson that a gen- 
uine politics of emancipation is possible. The 
uprisings, he argues, give life to the principles 
the dominant powers have tried to convince 
us are obsolete - in particular, "the principle 
that Marat never stopped recalling: when itis 
a matter ofliberty, equality, emancipation, we 
all have to join the popular upheavals,” 


Within a month, the story of the popular up- 
rising had given way to the familiar language 
of humanitarian intervention, as NATO forces 
began their attack on Libya. In this context, an 
exchange of sorts took place between Badiou 
and his old friend, the philosopher Jean-Luc 
Nancy. In an open statement, the latter re- 
jected the recourse by those on the left whom. 
he portrayed as “beautiful souls” to the prin- 
ciples of noninterference, and argued that “it 
is necessary to strike” in order to support the 
insurgents against Gaddafi. In itself, such a po- 
sition was hardly unusual, shared as it was by 
numerous commentators and intellectuals, in- 
cluding anti-imperialist leftists like Michael 
Albert and Gilbert Achcar. 


For Badiou, however, as he wrote in an open 
letter published in Libération, Nancy's posi- 
tion was “a sorry surprise” This philosopher 
who had spent his life attempting to under- 
stand the capitulation of revolutionaries to 
the dominant ideology addressed a public ap- 
peal to his friend. 


“Can you simply accept the ‘humanitarian’ 
umbrella, the obscene blackmailing in the 
name of the victims?" he implored. "But our 
armies kill more people in more countries 
than the local boss Gaddafi is capable of doing 
in his. Vhatis this trust suddenly extended to 
the major butchers of contemporary human- 
ity, to those in charge of the mutilated world 
that we are familiar with?" If philosophy is 
good for anything, Badiou argued, it must be 
the radical critique of the public opinion mold- 
ed by the propaganda of the Western powers. 


For Badiou, the NATO bombing campaign in 
Libya was not the continuation of the Arab 
revolutions but the attempt by Western states 
to transform a revolution into a war, putting 
the people out of the picture and making way 
for armies that would reconquer the territo- 
ry for “the despotism of capital.” Weren't you 
struck, he asks Nancy, by the emergence of a 
"supposed ‘revolutionary council’ led by a for- 
mer accomplice of Gaddafi, where nowhere 
else was there any question of the masses who 
had risen up appointing some people as a re- 
placement government?" 


The council, in fact, included Gaddafi's for- 
mer justice minister Mustafa Abdul Jalil 
and prime minister Mahmoud Jibril, who 
had served in байдай regime as the head of 
the National Economic Development Board 
where lie promoted neoliberal privatization 
policies. Its foreign affairs representative, 
Ali Abd-al-Aziz al-Isawi, holds a PhD in ргі- 
vatisation and was appointed director gener- 
al for the Ownership Expansion Program (a 
privatization fund) in 2005, before becom- 
ing Gaddafi's minister of economy, trade and 
investment. 


No wonder that almost three decades af- 
ter his proclamation that communism was 
dead, Bernard-Henri Lévy - note too that he 
persuaded French president Nicolas Sarkozy 
to meet with the rebels, and ultimately to 
recognize them as Libya's legitimate gov- 
ernment - could tell the president that “the 
people on the National Transition Council 
are good guys." From the perspective of the 
popular uprising, it is hardly reassuring to 
heartheconstant reports of "rebel" forces be- 
ingreshaped into a more "professional" mili- 
tary, or to read that the UK government has 





dispatched a "Stabilization Unit," comprised 
of economic, political and justice advisers, to 
plan fora post-Gaddafi order. 


If Badiou responded with despair to Nancy’s 
support for the bombing campaign, it was be- 
cause he sawthat Libya provided the opportu- 
nity for the Western powers, who had reacted 
with fear to the revolts in Egypt and Tunisia, 
to use a humanitarian cover to reinsert the 
numerous possibilities opened up by the Arab 
Springinto the familiar narrative of neoliber- 
al democracy. 


As Badiou has argued, what is at stake today 
is not the victory of the communist idea but 
its very existence, If we continue to affirm this 
idea, and continue to say “we,” the isolation of 
the communist idea may yet give rise to a new 
collective subject finally capable of realizing 
communism. 
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САМ OUR SPECIES 





EVOLVE? 


Take all keep all. 


My soul walks with me, 


form of forms. 


әмер нег 











| .— A NEW RHYTHM 


A NEW ERA f 





TODAY. AS EARTH SHIVERS 
INTO A FEVER 


-the planetary climate rapidly warming as 
oil-drunk civilization burns up millions of 
years of stored sunlight in the course of 
a few decades- clearly the felt temper of 
the atmosphere is shifting, becoming more 
extreme. As local weather patterns fluctuate 
and transform in every part of the globe, the 
excessive moodiness of the medium affects 
the mental climate in which creatures confront 
one another, lending its instability to human 
affairs as well. Our human exchanges whether 
between persons or between nations- easily 
become more agitated and turbulent, apt to 
flare into storms of blame, anger and war as 
the disquietude in the land translates into а 
generalized fearfulness among the population, 
a trepidation, readiness to take offence or to 
lash out without clear cause. 


Indeed the propensity for random violence 
becomes more pronounced whenever the 
sources of stress are unrecognized, whenever 
a tension is felt whose locus or source 
remains hidden. And as long as we deny the 
animate life of the Earth itself-as long as we 
arrogate all subjectivity to ourselves, forgetting 
the sentience in the air, and the manifold 
intelligence in the land then we'll remain 
oblivious to what's really unfolding, unable to 
quell the agitation in ourselves because we're 
blind to the deeper distress. 


For the possibility of a human future, and for 
our own basic sanity, we need to acknowledge 
that we're not the sole bearers of meaning in 
this world, that our species is not the only 
locus of feeling afoot in the real. To weather 
the changes now upon us, we must become 
ever more attentive to the more-than-human 
field of experience, consulting the creatures 
and the old local farmers, comparing notes 
with neighbors, learning the seasonal cycles 
of our terrain even as we notice new alterations 
in those cycles. Listening at once outward and 
inward, observing the shifts in the animate 
landscape while tracking the transformations 
unfolding within us-in this way we weave 
ourselves back into the fabric of our world. 

















The violence and disarray of the coming era, 
its social injustices and its wars will have 
their deepest source in systemic stresses 
already intensifying within the broader body 
of the biosphere. Yet such system-wide 
strains cannot be alleviated by scapegoating 
other persons, or by inflicting violence on 
other peoples. They can be eased only by 
strengthening the wild resilience of the Earth, 
preserving and replenishing whatever we 
can of the planet's once-exuberant biotic 
diversity while bringing ourselves (and our 
communities) into greater alignment with 
the particular ecologies that we inhabit. 















sustained by the broader sentience of th 
earth; noticing that each bioregion has it 
own style of sentience; observing the manne! 
in which the collective mood of a terrain alte 
with every change in weather: such are 
of the ways whereby we can nudge oursel 
toward such an alignment. 





‘Acknowledging that human awareness is j 








The era of human arrogance is at an end; 
the age of consequences is upon us. The 
presumption that mind was exclusively a human 
property exemplified the very arrogance that 
has now brought the current biosphere to the 
very brink of the abyss. It led us to take the 
atmosphere entirely for granted, treating what 
was once known as the most mysterious and 
sacred dimension of life (called Sila, the wind- 
mind of the world, by the Inuit; Nilch', or Holy 
Wind, by the Navajo; Ruach, or rushing-spirit, by 
the ancient Hebrews) as a conveniently invisible 
dumpsite for the toxic by-products of industrial 
civilization, 






torsions within the planetary 
last forcing humankind out of 


alysis, as "the return of the 
through the extremity of the 

we brought to notice the uncanny 

ind presence of the unseen medium, 
ompelled to remember our thorough 

ithin the life of this breathing 

vaunted human intelligence is as nothing 
unle with the round intelligence of 
the animate Earth, 


David Abram is a cultural ecologist and the author of 











Becoming Animal: An Earthly Cosmology (Pantheon 
Books, 2010). He lives in the foothills of the southern 
Rockies. This piece is excerpted from an essay that 
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The universe Is a paradox. It's so large it de- 
fies observation. If the Earth's size were to be 
compared to the vastness of space, it would 
be a drop of water in an ocean as vast as 
anything our scientific models can conceive. 
For most of the 20th century cosmologists. 
theorized that our universe was expanding 

at an increasing rate and that eventually that 
rate would slow, space would retract, and all 
mass and energy would converge into a big 
implosion of sorts. This most precious theory, 
that the universe has limits, is no longer rock 
solid. Peculiarities continue to challenge the 
rule. Today some cosmologists are suggest- 
ing we might be permanently adrift. Others 
are saying that space is a series of universes 
lined up against one another like frames on a 
roll of film, the traces of each observable at 
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the frayed edges where the black and white 
boxes converge. Others still are arguing that 
our current first mover, the big bang, is only 
опе in a series of awesome explosions. That 
hundreds, thousands, maybe even millions 
of such events occurred before our own and 
will continue after into forever. One cosmolo- 
gist in particular, Brian Greene has joyfully 
exclaimed "What we've thought to be the uni- 
verse Is only one component of a far grander, 
perhaps far stranger, and mostly hidden, re- 
ality," effectively killing the hope that any of 
it will ever be comprehensible in a human 
sense. Maxims like these have opened an 
ideas bazaar in the field unparalleled since 
the Greeks. 


BIG BANGS 


Even greater laws governing and defy- 

ing our most holy visible precepts, gravity, 
time, dimension, await us. They will whittle 
away old understandings and reveal dis- 
regarded ancient absolutes, simple and 
profound, Truth always descends into false- 
hood and then rises again to а more sub- 
lime truth. What awaits discovery - the 
deep universe, dark matter, parallel plains, 
multiplying dimensions — could be as im- 
measurable as the boundless human heart 
and as baffling as the mystery that all mat- 
ter can seemingly shift between infinity and 
a drop of water. 


Darren Fleet 
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At their Large Hadron Collider (LHC) in Geneva 
Switzerland, scientists are probing ever deep- 
er into the origins of our Universe in search. 

of the elusive Higgs boson, more common- 

ty known as the "God particle: It isn't ап easy 
search. If Higgs does even exist, it will be only 
for approximately a millionth of a billionth of a 
billionth of a second, and even then, only trac- 
es of its explosion will be seen. Many of the 
physicists at the synchrotron have spent their 
entire careers trying to prove the existence of 
Higgs, the only fundamental particle never ob- 
served. Their odyssey is all the more compel- 
ling by the fact that Higgs is thought to be 100 
to 200 times the size of a proton and theoreti- 
cally easy to find. 


If successful, subatomic collisions in the LHC 
at close to the speed of light may well come 


up with startling new insights about what hap- 
репед a split second after the big bang birth 
of everything that exists. If unsuccessful, well, 
itis back to the blackboard of existence. 


Every time | catch one of the scientists on TV 
talking about their experiment, a litte smile 
comes on my face and а little списків too be- 
cause they get all caught up in the technicali- 
ties and assiduously avoid saying anything 
about the deeper mysteries that underlie their 
investigations. They are so afraid of philosoph- 
ical questions like "What happened BEFORE 
the big bang?” and “Why is there something 
instead of nothing?” and the mystery behind 
the most fascinating force of them all that 
operates instantaneously connecting every- 
thing to everything: gravity. So unimaginative- 
ty caught in the spell of the enigma, they miss 


the absurdity of the towering and cumber- 
some contraption struggling to simulate an 
elusive singularity, one the universe produc- 
es infinitely and care-free. 


Go out for a walk at midnight .. imagine your 
consciousness flying out there into the night 
sky... past the moon toward the stars .. past 
the stars toward the Milky Way .. all the while 
asking yourself why there is something in- 
stead of nothing .. what happened before 
the big bang .. then keep on going .. and 
then if you suddenly have a strange feeling 
соте over you, a satori, then you may get an 
inkling of the answer. 


KL and DF. 








PERMIT ME TO 
INTRODUCE MYSELF. 


My name is Manuel Jesüs Maria Cordoba 
y Herrera. | was born in this beautiful city of 
Zacatecas in 1919, | have not always been as you 
seem п | was a young man, | was strong and 
handsome and thinner than now. | wore this hat 
you see in my hands. I had a woman whose beauty 
reminded me of the stars. But all that has passed 
now. Now, there is only this corner, the feet of the 
people passing, and my hat. 








Before, with Ana Rosa, it was different. 


We married in April 1941. She was 18; | was 22. 
Her father gave us a rooster and six hens as a 
wedding present, We lived in an apartment in 
a green house on a callején near the mine in 
those days. We spent many happy years there, 
Ana Rosa and |. it was not perfect, but we had 
one another and we were content. 


A couple years after we married, no baby had 
come, Not that year nor the next or the next. At 
first, | thought nothing about it, because | was 
зо happy with Ana Rosa; we loved each other, 
and if the Lord did not send us children, we at 
least had one another. 


In those days, | worked in the mine. Ana Rosa 
raised chickens and flowers and took care of 
the house. Her flowers were like her: beautiful 
and colorful and full of joy and life, She sold 
eggs and flowers in the market each day. One 
day, | came home from work and found her 
crying. She told me that she wanted a baby, 
but God had not permitted it. | took her to the 
same basilica where we had married years 
before, and we prayed. The following year, 
1 took her to a doctor, who told us that she 
would never have a baby. 







After dinner that night, Ana Rosa told me that 
she was finished crying. “Even though G 
has not blessed us with a child, | will be happy 
anyway” she told me. And she was as good 
as her word. | never came home to find her 
crying again. 


We had many happy years together. I cared 
little whether we had children or not, as long 
аз I had my beautiful flower, Ana Rosa. Over 
the years, we lost our parents one by one until 
finally it was just the two of us, alone in the 
world. 


y 
One day in 1990, the boss at the mine called 
me to his office and told me that | was too 
old to work as a miner. | had never done 
anything else. | had spent 50 years bringing 
silver out of the earth and giving it to the jefe. 
1 was without a way to live. Now I would begin 
spending my days with Ana Rosa, the hens 
and the flowers. That was when she gave me 
this hat. 


For 50 years, | never saw the day; I worked in 
the earth, digging silver. Now I was to spend 
my days with my Ana Rosa in the garden. At 
first the light blinded me then, little by little, 
my eyes adjusted. All that mattered was that | 
was with my flower. 


Each morning, she got up early and passed 
through the streets to the basilica to pray. 
After mass, she returned home to make 
tortillas of fine corn for me. We ate breakfast 
together, then she gathered the eggs and 
flowers and we carried them to market. In the 
evening, we came home together. 


өп and the flowers and 
me. | helped her sometimes with her work, 
but a man who spends his life robbing the 
earth has no idea how to coax life out of it, 
how to grow flowers or make chickens thrive. 
My precious Ana Rosa never scolded me for 
ту clumsiness. She only ever showed те 


how much she loved me. And we spent years 
together this way, in happiness. 


% 


Last year, or perhaps two years ago, | don't 
remember, my Ana Rosa, the flower of my life, 
passed away. She is with God now, but | am 
‚alone. | will never have enough tears to express 
my grief, my loss. Each day I miss her. Each 
day | weep. 


The hens died. | did not know how to take care 
of them, and dogs carried them off in the night. 
The flowers died as well, for | could not look at 
them without thinking of her. So today, like all 
days until the Lord takes me home to see her, 
1 wake up early and walk through the streets. 
1 do not go to mass, for God and | are not 
speaking. | go to the market and buy a cake 
that tastes like dust to me, and then | come 
here to this corner. | take off my hat, | look at 
the people's feet passing by, and I beg. 


Ann Weaver Hart lives and writes in Bryan, Texas. 
‘She and her husband Howard enjoy their two dogs 
and three (mostly) grown children. 





Brom Life in Hussin, Alexander Petri 





Death is not a period that ends the great sentence of life, but 
а comma that punctuates it to more lofty significance. Death 
is not a blind alley that leads the human race into a state 

of nothingness, but an open door which leads man into life 
eternal. Let this daring faith, this great invincible surmise, 
be your sustaining power during these trying days. 


Now I say to you іп conclusion, life is hard, at times as hard as 
erucible steel. It has its bleak and difficult moments. Like the 
ever-flowing waters of the river, life has its moments of drought 
and its moments of flood. Like the ever-changing cycle of the 
seasons, life has the soothing warmth of its summers and the 
piercing chill of its winters. But if one will hold on, he will 
discover that God walks with him, and that God is able to lift you 
from the fatigue of despair to the buoyancy of hope and transform 
dark and desolate valleys into sunlit paths of inner peace. 


Martin Luther King, Jr 





For the past 33 years, І have looked in the mirror every morning and asked 
myself: “If today were the last day of my life, would I want to do what Lam 
about to do today?” And whenever the answer has been “No” for too many 
days in a row, I know I need to change something ... almost everything — 
all external expectations, all pride, all fear of embarrassment or failure 
— these things just fall away in the face of death, leaving only what is truly 
important. Remembering that you are going to die is the best way I know 
to avoid the trap of thinking you have something to lose. 


Steve Jobs 
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As | walk through lush Brownstone Brooklyn 
at night, | try to reconcile the stillness that 
pervades these streets with the urgency of 
Liberty Plaza. | wonder, did | lose touch with 
the beauty of the wet bluestone and wrought 
iron gates somewhere along the course of one 
of my many feverish runs to the 4/5 station to 
get to Wall Street? 





| know that I'm young, and sometimes it's hard 
to tell whether the quaking | feel is the strength 
of my own heartbeat or the earth moving under 
my feet. | wonder if i's impossible at any age 
to have perspective from the midst of some- 
thing that resembles a movement; | imagine 
the view from the middle of the General 
Assembly looks dramatically different than the 
опе from a calmer, more static place. 


Yet the quaking earth hypothesis is supported 
by the fact that perhaps the sight from Liberty 
Plaza is similar to the one a person might have 
glimpsed from Tahrir Square, from Madison's 
Capitol Square, from Ben-Gurion Boulevard, 
from among the indignados in Madrid and the 
protests in Greece. In Liberty Plaza, оссир!- 
ers’ disaffection is part of a powerful surge of 
global discontent, a surge that is manifesting 
itself in the collective realization of bodies and 
voices as strategic tools for communication 
and collective action. 


Many feel an immediacy springing from a 
loss of stability, an affordable education, a 
job, a home, a pension, health insurance, that 
we had taken for granted. Even those who 
don't face immediately precarious situations 
are admitting to themselves that something 
has been terribly wrong for some time. We 
watched as our government deregulated the 
market and then bailed out the banks whose 
criminal activities led to the financial implosion; 
as they cut the taxes of the rich while 15% of 
American families fell below the poverty line; 
as they spent billions of dollars on imperial 
wars that divert money away from education 
and infrastructure and from any real solution 
to avert environmental degradation. If we've 
been apathetic, its because we've falled to see 
how to act. We have learned to be wary of 
“change.” We lack faith in our politicians, en- 
trenched as they are in the impotent theatrics 
of the two-party system. 


Yet in Liberty Plaza people find themselves 
confronted with a radically inclusive new 
platform. In the horizontality of this platform, 
many who are disaffected now see a means 
of engagement that is immediate and real. 
If Occupy Wall Street has failed to use this 
platform to limit itself to a discrete set of 
demands, it is because it refuses to under- 
mine the depth and breadth of what's wrong. 
OWS's message is entangled with its form, its 
self-sustaining structure in which the group 
provides for its own physical, social and intel- 
lectual needs. Given the group's collective 
intelligence, it is becoming evident that its 
members can teach each other as much as, 
if not more than any, institution can. 


Much has been made of the people's micro- 
phone. When it works, its power is immense. 
People within hearing range chant each 
other's words to convey them to those stand- 
ing on the periphery of the larger group. Each 
person pits herself between the mouth of the 
speaker and the ear of the listener in a man- 
ner that is both self-affirming and egoless. 
Loudly echoing the voice of another feels 
a bit like cursing, a vigorous and strangely 
gratifying speech act. 


Occupiers are learning to use their bodies in 
ways that break with the modes of moving 
circumscribed by our culture of efficiency 
and the near-total encroachment of privatized 
space. Its members are learning how to stay 
in one place, how to civilly disobey, how to 
dumpster dive, how to interrupt auction pro- 
ceedings. They are also confronting their 
bodies and the bodies of others, the cold, 
the rain, the smells and needs that bodies 
have that we can deal with so quickly in the 
comfort of the office and the home. 


Occupy Wall Street is streamed, tweeted, 
posted and reposted. It is a curiosity, а 
screen for projection, a spectator sport, ev- 
eryone's favorite and most hated child. Yet 
people continue to come daily who earnestly 
want to join or to aid the effort. OWS has 
become a receptacle for the lost progressive 
hopes of a previous generation. Despite the 
attempts of some media sources to carica- 
ture the occupiers, they constitute a diverse 
group that is attracting even more diversity. 
OWS has gained the support of many labor 


ITS FORM 


unions and community groups. Most impor- 
tantly, its existence is enabling a necessary 
discourse to enter the mainstream. 


Liberty Plaza can also be an immensely frus- 
чачпа, anxiety-provoking and chaotic space. 
Sometimes the chaos threatens to prevail and 
dissolve the whole. This is a particular risk 
now: as its numbers grow, OWS must become 
capable of incorporating interested parties 
in meaningful ways and must begin a real 
conversation about its own future. Yet in this 
heightened unknown many sense something 
uncanny, something real that feels unreal be- 
cause it has been suppressed by layers and 
layers of banal culture, farcical politics and 
corporate sterility. They see a spark of true, 
systemic indeterminacy, in contrast to the sys- 
tems entrenched by the collusion of money 
and power. 


Occupy Wall Street is still a writhing, incho- 
ate entity, yet it has a structure that can and 
must beget more structure. Its future is totally 
unknown, but the commitment among OWS's 
ranks, the resonance of its message, and 
the appreciation so many feel for the rupture 
it presents from the status quo, assures me 
that this occupation will persist, whatever this 
persistence looks like. Perhaps the group vill 
recognize the naivety of the dreams of its most 
utopian members, and compromise soon to 
settle on a list of specific economic demands. 
Occupiers are smart and knowledgeable, and 
have big, open ears to those even more so. 
More probably the occupation will continue 
to grow, to spread to other cities, to protest, 
and to self-determine, choosing to partake in 
а society whose structure its members believe. 
їп, rather than one corrupted to the point of 
disrepair. 


In my more lucid moments, I know that Оссиру 
Wall Street is a lichen that is preparing the in- 
tractable political ground for more substantive 
plant growth. In my dreams, however, Occupy 
Wall Street will evince its true self not when 
the media and well-meaning liberals tell it to 
produce a message, nor when it hands over 
its momentum to sympathetic, institutionalized 
political groups, but when the egalitarian entity 
it has created itself yields some kind of answer. 


Nicole Demby is a writer and eritie living in Brooklyn. 
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OCCUPY WALL STREET 
is like the kid in the fairy tale saying what everybody 
in the world already knows but is afraid to say: 


Our system of economic growth, of ineffective democracy, of 
overloading planet earth, of unfettered corporate greed plus a 
trillion dollar ad industry urging us to consume ever more-this 

system/our system - із in the process of eating itself alive.* 
If we, the young people of the world, do not come 
alive and start fighting for a different kind of 


future, then we will not have a future. 


Kalle Lasn and Мїсаһ White 


7 Adapted from а New York Times interview with Paul Gilding, author of The Great Disruption, 
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